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WYDAHO SLED DOGS

ICE SKATING ON THE RISE

THE SNOW ECONOMY

   Well 
Groomed

We're excited to adventure with you 
again! We have put precautions and 
plans in place to operate November 20, 
2020 through April 11, 2021. It is going 
to take the cooperation of all guests 
and employees to keep this a safe and 
healthy winter. Scan the QR Code for 
up-to-date information on our plan.

WINTER OPERATIONS

GRANDTARGHEE.COM  |  800.TARGHEE 

WE'RE PLAYING IT SAFE
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With over 100 combined years of real estate experience,  

our agents bring an unmatched level of local real estate  

expertise to each client we represent. Valuing hard work, 

integrity, and a commitment to each of our clients has  

driven our success. Our agents live, work, and recreate  

in Teton Valley and cherish this community. 

LEFT TO RIGHT

MIRANDA JACOBSEN
SALES ASSOCIATE

ANN GOODELL
SALES ASSOCIATE

GLENN VITUCCI
SALES ASSOCIATE

LISA VITUCCI
SALES ASSOCIATE

RACHEL BERLIN-ALLAIRE
OFFICE MANAGER

KENT WAGENER
ASSOCIATE BROKER

KEN DUNN
BROKER

FARRAH KAMEL
OFFICE ASSISTANT

CRICKET ROMANZI
SALES ASSOCIATE

DEANNA BLANCHARD
SALES ASSOCIATE

 LOCAL EXPERTISE
 PROVE N RE SULTS

 189 NORTH MAIN | SuITE 100 | DRIGGS IDAHO 83422

 208.354.9955 | sagerg.com
CHRISTIAN CISCO

307.699.1390
christiancisco.com

Consistently Representing Teton

$4,950,000 | Tetonia, ID

$1,295,000 | Victor, ID

$995,000 | Victor, ID

$2,995,000 | Tetonia, ID$7,000,000 | Alta, WY

$1,290,000 | Victor, ID

$1,100,000 | Victor, ID

SOLD

SOLD$1,395,000 | Victor, ID

SOLDSOLD

PENDING

SOLD

$2,500,000 | Driggs, ID

$1,149,000 | Alta, WY $895,000 | Tetonia, ID$1,125,000 | Alta, WY

$1,450,000 | Tetonia, ID

$899,000 | Victor, IDSOLD

$1,345,000 | Victor, IDACTIVE

SOLD

Valley’s Most Exclusive Properties

$1,165,000 | Victor, ID

$2,750,000 | Driggs, ID

SOLD

SOLD ACTIVE

$1,390,000 | Driggs, IDSOLD

PENDINGPENDING SOLD PENDING

PENDING
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Greater Teton Area
www.moyerdesignbuild.com
pete@moyerdesignbuild.com
jeb@moyerdesignbuild.com

Pete Moyer 208-456-2385 or Jeb Moyer 307-690-0364
Idaho Contractor Registration: RCE-60
Licensed Resident Contractor 
Class C Town of Jackson, Wyoming

53 Years’ 

Experience 

in all Types of 

Construction

• Building Design

• Remodeling and Additions

• New Home Construction

• New Frame, Post, Log and 
Contemporary Construction

PHOTO: COURTESY OF WRJ INTERIOR DESIGN
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307.576.5760BuildWithTheGrain.com or kurt@buildwiththegrain.com
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307.576.5760BuildWithTheGrain.com or kurt@buildwiththegrain.com
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Flu season is right 
around the corner...

tvhcare.org
208.354.2383

Protect yourself & your family with a flu shot

Cache Clinic:
4pm - 8 pm 
Monday to Friday
No appointment needed
Cash, check or credit card

Driggs and Victor Clinics:
No appointment necessary
Insurance, cash, credit card 
or check

QUADRIVALENT        -       $40
SENIOR HIGH DOSE -       $100

QUADRIVALENT        -       $25
SENIOR HIGH DOSE -       $60

 

283 North First East 
Driggs, ID 83422

 
83 North Main St.
Victor, ID 83455

 
852 Valley Centre Dr. 
Driggs, ID 83422

Our dedicated COVID-19 line is 208.354.2383
If you have flu-like symptoms, please call this line before coming in.

Dr. Robert Coray, M.D. provides general surgery services 
twice a month at our Driggs location.  Dr. Coray performs 
surgeries such as:

• Appendectomy
• Breast Biopsies
• Breast Reconstruction and Augmentation
• Cholecystectomy (gall bladder removal)
• Hemorrhoidectomy (the surgical removal of hemorrhoids)
• Hernia repairs
• Endoscopy and Colonoscopy
• Varicose and Spider Vein Therapy

Dr. Coray is certified by the American Board of 
Surgery, Idaho Medical Association, American 
Academy of Cosmetic Surgery and is a Fellow of 
the American College of Surgeons.

To schedule an appointment please call: 
208-354-6323 Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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introducing

CARETAKING  •  VACATION RENTALS  •  CLEANING

formerly Cabin & Company

candchomeservicesjh.com  /  307.201.1861   
98 Center Street, Suite D, Jackson, Wyoming

TVMag_Winter2020.indd   1TVMag_Winter2020.indd   1 10/14/20   10:45 AM10/14/20   10:45 AM
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 10 Publisher’s Note
 14 Contributors

 top to bottom
 18 30 Ways to Play | Land Trust 
 Dare To Care | Slopes’ Names  
 Man Behind The Maps | Local  
 Murals | Preserving the Harvest  
 Swans

 our neighbors
28 familiar faces
 Bruce the Weatherman

32 valley voices
 Seniors West of the Tetons

38 back when
 Tetonia Club

44 all in a day’s work
 Garth Kaufman

48 musical notes
 The Balsamroots

 features
54 Skating On Thick Ice 
60 Expanding the Safety Net 
68 Well Groomed
74 White Gold

 compass points
84 in the neighborhood
 Harriman State Park

88 over the hill
 Laff Staff

92 trail talk   
 Wydaho Sled Dogs

98 local flavors  
 Butter

 directories 
 15 Advertiser Directory
102 Dining Guide
104 Lodging Guide
106 Church Directory
106 School Directory

 exposure 
107  Free-Air-Life 

on the cover Sarah Parker stops 
to admire the snowfall during a 
wintry skate ski on the Southern 
Valley Trails southeast of Victor. 
photo by Camrin Dengel
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Without fail, come fall the excitement 
for the change of seasons is palpable. 
Anticipation builds for powder days, 
hockey games, and all the joys of winter 
in the Tetons. Our retail shops flip from 
mountain bikes to fat bikes, hiking gear to 
backcountry ski gear. Mixed in with all the 
excitement and anticipation, however, are 
the efforts spent preparing and planning.

This year, that pull to ready oneself has been a bit stronger. 
I chuckle to myself at the sheer amount of wood stacked 
in three different staging spots surrounding my house. 
Necessary, yes. But a lot, no less. Or, the quantity of jars of 
peaches, jams, and pickled vegetables I have put up for a 
later date. I enjoy planning and preparing, be it a good jar 
of pickled beets sure to last the season through or thinking 
a year ahead to publish this magazine. But the last year has 
taught us we can only plan for so much. 

As you flip through the pages of this magazine and learn 
about the grassroots effort to create an ice rink (page 54) 
or read about the many trails on which to classic or Nordic 
ski (page 68), you might come to understand how far in 
advance we at Teton Valley Magazine must plan. Many of 
these photo shoots happened before the world flipped on 
its head, so to speak. I, for one, will never forget being at the 
Kotler Ice Arena for a photo shoot in mid-March, uncertain 
of what lay ahead, and hearing the news that Grand Targhee 
Resort was closing for the remainder of the season. I share 
this to offer a little insight into our process: Some photo 
shoots happened and some could not, for reasons we 
couldn’t have foreseen. But the magazine is here in all its 
snowy, wintry glory nonetheless—featuring everything 
from a Felt resident’s journey in sled dog transportation 
(page 92) to our local weatherman Bruce Mason (page 28). 
You’ll surely want to read it cover to cover!

And amidst it all, we can plan for a few absolutes: The snow 
will fall. Will we hit record snowfall totals? Time will tell. 
Read Kristen Pope’s White Gold (page 74) for perspective 
on years past. We can also plan to be a good neighbor and 
visitor. Whether you live here or are visiting the Tetons for 
the first time, please be mindful of what businesses and 
county or city officials are doing to enhance the safety of 
everyone. While we can’t plan for everything, we certainly 
can plan to be kind to one another. And hopefully to have 
enough wood to last through winter. 
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208.354.3300

Learn more at
SilverStar.com/fiberhood

Connect
at the speed
of life
Are you in a Fiberhood?

Silver Star continues to build 
out its fiber-optic network to 
provide Teton Valley with the 
fastest and most reliable 
broadband technology 
available. Get internet with 
enough bandwidth for all your 
devices–at the speed of life!
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kate@powdermountainpress.com
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Finalist, 2019
Eddie Awards, 
Best Magazine, 
Northwest Region

9

FINALIST

1. The Teton-Edge Santoku
A great fit for the active home cook. It’s sleek and manageable for folks 
intimidated by a larger blade and the etching provides local flair while 
allowing food to release more easily.

2. The Petty
This is the knife for everyone on your list, no matter their experience level. 
The perfect level-up for someone just getting into cooking, and a welcome 
addition to the pro-chef’s knife roll.

3. S7 Tomahawk
Designed for throwing with bull’s-eye accuracy, the lightweight design and 
sharp edge also make it an ideal addition to any camping pack.

4. The Outfitter
Developed with local pro outfitters, this is the ideal back-country belt knife. 
It meets the demands of the deep woods and the steel stays sharp use 
after use.

3

1

2

4

SHOP LOCAL | Factory Store, 7667 Lupine Ln, Victor ID
Town Square, 98 Center St, Jackson WY | 307.733.4193

NewWestKnifeWorks.com

“THE ULTRA-GIFTABLE 
KNIFE YOUR FOOD FRIENDS 
DON’T ALREADY HAVE...”

SHARP GIFTS 
FROM TETON 
VALLEY

moosecreekranch.com
2733 E 10800 S, Victor, ID 83455 ◆ 208.787.6078

Teton Valley’s New Winter Basecamp 
Free Ski Shuttles – Cross Country Skiing – New Bar & Grill
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moosecreekranch.com
2733 E 10800 S, Victor, ID 83455 ◆ 208.787.6078

Teton Valley’s New Winter Basecamp 
Free Ski Shuttles – Cross Country Skiing – New Bar & Grill
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Tom Hallberg 
Having grown up in 
Portland, Tom Hallberg 
(Mountain Mushing, 
page 92, and Skating 
On Thick Ice, page 54) 
became obsessed with 
climbing, snowboard-
ing, and living in the 
mountains. Some vaga-
bond years of teaching 
skiing, environmental 

education, and wilderness therapy led him to the 
Tetons for a season, and he was hooked. After a 
quick return to Oregon for an MFA in creative writ-
ing, he came back to Teton Valley to garner inspira-
tion for his aspiring fiction-writing career. A jour-
nalist by trade, Tom loves to write about the people 
who make this place wonderful.

Michael McCoy
Michael McCoy (Track-
ing the Tetonia Club, 
page 38) has been 
writing about the West 
since visiting Yellow-
stone with his parents 
in 1960. (“According 
to my hand-scribbled 
journal, we saw twenty-

three bears in four days,” he says.) Mac edited this 
magazine and Jackson Hole magazine for more 
than ten years. And, as architect of the Canada-
to-Mexico Great Divide Mountain Bike Route, 
he’s credited with helping to ignite the worldwide 
boom in bikepacking and gravel riding. Now 90 
percent retired, Mac spends several weeks each 
year traveling with his wife Nancy and their field 
spaniel Eddie. 

Molly Absolon 
Freelance writer Molly 
Absolon (The Balsam-
roots, page 48, and 
Expanding the Safety 
Net, page 60) covers ev-
erything from outdoor 
risk and adventure to 
lifestyle and the arts in 
order to support her own mountain adventures. She 
lives in Victor with her husband—her daughter Av-
ery now off to college—and supplements her writ-
ing work with occasional outdoor education gigs 
and a position on the Victor City Council.

Lara Agnew 
As a visual storyteller, 
Lara Agnew (Master of 
Meteorology, page 28, 
and The Balsamroots, 
page 48) is drawn to sto-
ries of people and plac-
es. Her work is deeply 
influenced by her cu-
riosity of the natural 
world, the human spirit, 
and connection. When not behind the lens, you can 
find Lara tending her garden, curling up with a good 
book, recreating with loved ones, or seeking out a 
new recipe or song.  If you’re wondering whether or 
not you should share your favorite joke with her—
you definitely should. She lives in Teton Valley with 
her husband, two kids, and their pets.

Shannon Corsi
Shannon Corsi (Expand-
ing the Safety Net, page 
60, and Butter, page 98)  is 
an editorial and commer-
cial photographer telling 
the stories of brands and 
people in the mountains of 
Montana, Idaho, and Wyo-
ming. Her favorite photos 
are the ones that tell a story. She enjoys docu-
menting the hard work, processes, and narratives 
behind small businesses; sharing photo essays of 
outdoor adventures; and capturing portraits.
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86 Agave
91 Barrels & Bins Community Market
2   Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
51 Butter
6   C&C Homeservices
24 Century 21
15 Citizen 33
100 Community Resource Center
21 Cryo Therapy
83 Downtown Driggs Association
67 Drs. Toenjes, Brizzee, & Orme, P.A.
86 EcoTour Adventures
67 Estate Collectables
47 Fall River Electric
100 Fall River Propane
11 Farmhouse 208
31 Farm Bureau Insurance
42 Festive Living & Design
15 Forage Bistro and Lounge
87 Fox Creek Heating
BC Grand Targhee Resort
87 Grand Targhee Resort Property Management
95 Grand Teton Brewing
101 Grand Valley Lodging
31 Guaranteed Rate
95 Guchiebird’s
46 Habitat
47 Idaho Fertility Center
7   Jackson Hole Real Estate & Associates
94 Linn Canyon Ranch
35, 105 Madison Memorial Hospital
25 MD Nursery & Landscaping, Inc.
13 Moose Creek Ranch
43 Mountain Academy of Teton Science Schools
1   Moyer Design + Build
17 New West Building Company
12 New West KnifeWorks
42 Ninety-Eight Electric
94 Peaked Sports
IFC Sage Realty Group
10 Silver Star Communications
90 Smith, Woolf, Anderson, & Wilkinson – Bart Birch
IBC Sotheby’s International Realty {Christian Cisco}
82, 96 St. John’s Health
36 Sue’s Roos
40 Summit Self-Storage
15 Tatanka Tavern
51 Teton Ace Hardware
35, 43, 81, 101 Teton County, Idaho
97 Teton County Title
42 Teton Nordic Ski School
52 Teton Regional Economic Coalition
101 Teton School District 401
16 Teton Springs/Bronze Buffalo Sporting Club
99 Teton Valley Bible Church
23 Teton Valley Cabins
50 Teton Valley Foundation
4   Teton Valley Health
40 Teton Valley Music Alliance
8   Teton Valley Property Management
37 Teton Valley Resort
99 The Rusty Nail
46 Three Peaks Restaurant & Catering
26 Tributary 
91 Valley Lumber
97 Victor Emporium
23 Victor Valley Market
36 Wildlife Brewing
30 Wild Rose Realty 
3, 90 With the Grain 
81 Yöstmark Mountain Equipment

tatankatavern.com
18 N Main St, Unit 315, FL 3

(208) 227-8744

forageandlounge.com
285 E. Little Ave
(208) 354-2858

citizen33.com
364 N Main St
(208) 357-9099

ALL THREE LOCATIONS IN DOWNTOWN DRIGGS

Dine In | Take Out  | Aprés Ski
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Cozy up with a latte and plate of buttermilk pan-
cakes to-go or in house at Butter in Victor 

Beat the crowds and enjoy fresh powder during an 
Early Tracks session at Grand Targhee Resort

Grab a coffee from Victor’s Alpine Air Coffee Hut 
(formerly called Local Joe)

Bundle up and build a snowman to celebrate the 
snow-filled winter season

Learn about critters in winter on a snowshoe hike 
with Grand Targhee Resort’s naturalist

Skate or classic ski on Teton Valley Trails &  
Pathways’ groomed trails (more on page 68)

Refuel with a smoothie or freshly squeezed juice at the 
Barrels & Bins Smoothie Bar

Explore the Teton outback on skis with the professional, 
savvy guides at Yöstmark Backcountry Tours

Search open waters for snow-white trumpeter swans 
(but keep your distance, please)

Book a wildlife tour in Grand Teton National Park 
with EcoTour Adventures
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*Activities/operating hours may be 

adjusted according to COVID-19 guidelines 

for the safety and health of the community. 

Please call ahead for current information.
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Cozy up with a fresh baked pastry and hot tea from Driggs’ 
Rise Coffee House—now using online ordering

Claim untracked lines with a private day of cat skiing at 
Grand Targhee Resort

Pop into Guchiebird’s and try not to buy any of the 
American-made artisan goods

Find must-have gear and outerwear at Peaked Sports, 
Habitat, or Yöstmark, all located in Driggs

Practice your skills on skinny skis and book a lesson with 
Teton Nordic Ski School

Slurp a soda at the Victor Emporium or in Driggs 
at Corner Drug 

Shop for gardening supplies, florals, gifts, and more at 
MD Nursery located just outside of Driggs. 

Take a day trip to Jackson’s National Elk Refuge for a 
winter sleigh ride that’s sure to delight 

Shop for decor and homegoods at Driggs’ The Rusty 
Nail or Farmhouse 208, or Victor’s Festive Living

Soothe your aching muscles at the sub-zero wellness 
center and sauna, CRYO Therapy Idaho

Satisfy your inner foodie’s cravings at Forage in Driggs, 
named the best restaurant in Idaho 

Glide to your favorite tunes at Kotler Ice Arena’s Friday 
Night Ice public skating

Share stories from the slopes over a campfire—and 
don’t forget the s’mores

Save the date for Downtown Driggs’ Association’s 
stellar snow sculpting festivities in January

Get your adrenaline pumping on a sledding adventure at 
Mike Harris trailhead at the base of Teton Pass.

 Sample Northern Thai cuisine like khao soi or pad kra 
pow at Victor’s Chiang Mai Thai Kitchen

Enjoy a custom culinary experience in your home or 
vacation rental with Tiny Town Culinary

Find yourself mesmerized by the night sky on a private 
stargazing tour with Wyoming Stargazing

Toast to the season at Citizen 33, a Driggs brewery and 
pub from the team at Tatanka and Forage

Munch on a slice of pizza at Wildlife Brewing and wash 
it down with a must-try local brew or two
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2020 marks thirty years for local conservation nonprofit Teton Regional 
Land Trust. With a mission of conserving working farms and ranches, fish 
and wildlife habitat, and scenic open spaces in Eastern Idaho for this and 
future generations, the impact of this dynamic group is apparent in the 
scenic vistas and wide-open spaces that define Teton Valley. 

The Land Trust was founded by a small but passionate group of community 
members who recognized the need to preserve the agricultural character 
of the region while protecting critical habitat for wildlife in Teton County. 
After merging with the Fremont Heritage Trust, the Teton Regional Land 
Trust expanded its focus to the six counties composing Eastern Idaho, 
along with portions of Teton County, Wyoming.

“The Teton Regional Land Trust has always been about ensuring a place 
where both people and nature thrive,” says executive director Joselin Mat-
kins. Over the past three decades, the Land Trust has hit some big mile-
stones. It has protected more than five-thousand acres of wetlands and 
conserved nearly fifty-five miles of the Teton, South Fork, and Henry’s Fork 
rivers. Its projects have led to the permanent protection of 36,000 acres 
of habitat and working lands, through more than 166 properties and 132 
landowner partners. 

“As we reflect on our history and accomplishments, I am reminded that 
the work of the Land Trust has always been about looking forward,” Jo-
selin says. “Looking to what we can do today to ensure a place for people 
and wildlife to thrive together tomorrow. Because of this forward-looking 
vision, we continue to build on the foundation of conservation we have 
achieved to ensure that in another thirty years we are still working to cre-
ate a future where our children and grandchildren can experience what 
makes Eastern Idaho such an amazing place, and can continue to inspire 
people to act and protect this incredible place.” For more information 
about Teton Regional Land Trust, visit: tetonlandtrust.org.
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30 years 

Dare To Care 
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Whether you live here or just love it here, 
you know Teton Valley is an amazing 
place! Our county, cities, and first re-
sponders have worked diligently since 
March to help protect the health and 
safety of visitors and residents alike, 
and you can help. While you’re here, be a 
good visitor and “dare to care,” because 
you are a part of COVID-19 prevention. 
Remember: 

• Wear a mask in businesses and 
respect social distancing; 

• Stay home if you are feeling sick;
• Respect businesses’ safety and 

health requirements;
• Remember to wash your hands  

frequently; and 
• Maintain social distancing in public 

spaces and on trails. 
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Many of the names associated with Grand Targhee Resort pay homage to the Native 
Americans who first lived in the region, but a few outliers throw a bit of a curveball to 
the typically historic nods. Prep for your next round of chitchat on the chairlift with a little 
dose of ski slope moniker history:

• Floyd’s Fantasy. Located off the Blackfoot Chairlift, this run is named in honor of 
Driggs local Evan Floyd. In 1966, Floyd, along with Sverre Engen, first scouted the 
possibility of a ski resort on Fred’s Mountain. 

• Slim’s Shot. A Dreamcatcher favorite, Slim’s Shot honors legendary Grand Targhee 
Resort employee Leon “Slim” Weston. Slim, who donned a cowboy hat and always 
had a welcoming smile, was known as the face of Grand Targhee.

• Das Boat: Located off the Sacajawea lift, through the gates to the north, this burly 
run loved by adventurous skiers and riders was named for another Grand Targhee 
legend: Ski team coach Terry “Tugboat” Palmer. When Palmer passed away, then-
ski patrol director Mike Commins decided to honor the run with one of Tugboat’s 
other nicknames: Das Boat.  

• Palmer’s Raceway: A ski racer’s haven, Palmer’s Raceway got its designation from 
Gene Palmer, the resort’s first ski school director and a long-time ski racer. 

What’s In A Name?  
    

C•R•Y•O 
Therapy
I D A H O

-240̊ F

Refresh • Restore
 Revitalize

208.354.3796 (FRZN)
cryotherapyidaho.com

25 E Wallace Ave
Driggs ID

• Enriches Blood
• Improves Circulation
• Increases Athletic 

Performance
• Boosts Metabolism & 

Well Being
• Reduces Inflammation
• Detoxifying

Wellness Center

The Art of the Slopes 
Grand Targhee Resort’s trail map is a work of art, quite 
literally. Artist James Niehues hand painted the Alta re-
sort map and some two-hundred others during his thirty- 
year career. “The Rembrandt of Snow,” as he’s been 
deemed, has compiled his intricate maps into a coffee 
table book fit for all powder lovers: “The Man Behind 
the Maps.” Spanning resorts from Wyoming to Serbia, 
James created aerial views using opaque watercolors to 
capture details and variation in the landscape, bringing 
it all into a single view. His book is available at jamesnie 
hues.com. P
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Teton Valley got a little bit brighter this fall thanks to a bevy of volunteers, community 
partnerships, and, as fate would have it, a blown-out tire. Nicaraguan artist José Luis Ví-
lchez and songwriter Cora Rose, originally from the United States, have been traveling 
to twenty-three countries across North, Central, and South America in their converted 
school bus (that’s part home, art studio, and professional recording studio) as part 
of their community-focused art project Art We There Yet. Charged with a mission of 
creating art that celebrates diversity and highlights “our shared humanity,” Art We 
There Yet provides free art workshops, public murals, and performances in the 
communities visited. 

A blown out tire left the couple stranded in the Tetons. En route to get the bus 
fixed in Idaho Falls, they were invited by a local connection, Angela Newhouse 
Daft, to stop in Driggs. Such is life in Teton Valley: Cora and José made fast 
friends with locals, and ideas took shape and not one, but three murals were 
born. First, José brought his artistic prowess to the Citizen 33 building, cre-
ating a vibrant mural using his funky, geometric style with the words “grub 
down.” Next up: A mountain landscape sure to brighten the cold winter 
days at Rise Coffee House. You might have even heard Cora sing a tune 
or two outside Rise this past summer.   

“We have traveled 11,000 miles across thirteen states, and our experi-
ence here in the Teton Valley has been singular and unique,” Cora 
says. “The community took us in, made us feel profoundly welcome, 
and gave us opportunities to do what we do best—splash some 
color and music in communities along the way.”

Their third and final mural transformed the exterior of the Teton 
Arts studio into a landmark of vibrant colors and shapes. For 
each project, volunteers young and old grabbed paintbrushes 
and added their strokes to the project.

“There’s something very unique here in this valley—magic 
just seems to happen on a regular basis,” Cora says. “That’s 
been our experience, and we’re so grateful that tire decided 
to blow out and change our route to come through Idaho.”

Since August 2019, the pair has completed twelve com-
munity murals, sixteen workshops, countless concerts, 
and fifteen recording sessions, and collected over 
thirty terabytes of footage, photographs, and sound 
recordings documenting the diverse landscapes of 
the Americas. To learn more and follow their colorful 
journey, visit artwethereyet.com.  

Art We There Yet? 



WINTER 2020/2021  magazine   23

P
H

O
T

O
S

: 
C

O
U

R
T

E
S

Y
 O

F
 A

R
T

W
E

T
H

E
R

E
Y

E
T

.C
O

M

Those long summer days might be a distant memory, but the bounty of Idaho’s 
most famous crop—potatoes—doesn’t have to be. With a little prep and the 
proper conditions, you can munch on locally grown spuds however you please, 
even while the snow piles up outside. Idaho’s illustrious crop can be stored 
and enjoyed well into March, says Dale Sharkey, who owns and manages the 
organic farm Cosmic Apple Gardens alongside her husband Jed. The trick is to 
keep them from freezing. “Store in a garage or crawl space, which ideally stays 
between 35 and 45 degrees,” Dale says. She also recommends storing spuds in 
total darkness because light encourages sprouting. “Put a blanket on them if 
you have to,” she says. And opt for a cardboard box; plastic bags don’t allow 
potatoes to breathe. Serve up a heaping patch of Dale’s fennel and potato gratin, 
adapted from Farmer John’s Cookbook. 

• 2 cups half and half
• 2 Tablespoons butter and more for greasing
• 1 medium fennel bulb, cut crosswise into 1/8” slices (about 2 cups)
• 2 cups thinly sliced Yukon gold potatoes
• Salt and pepper to taste

Preheat oven to 350°. Lightly coat a shallow two-quart baking dish with butter. 
Cover bottom of dish with a layer of fennel. Cover fennel with half the spuds. 
Sprinkle with salt and pepper. Repeat until all potatoes are used up. Bring half 
and half to boil on stovetop. (Dale recommends using mostly cream, but you 
could use any milk variety.) Pour boiled dairy over fennel and spuds. Using a 
large spatula, press down on top layer to submerge it. Dot with butter. Bake for 
one hour, until top is golden. Sprinkle chopped-up fennel leaves on top for the 
last ten minutes of baking.

Preserving 
the Harvest

Your Home Base for 
Relaxation or Adventure

WiFi - Kitchenettes 
Family Friendly Property -  Affordable

(866) 687-1522
www.tetonvalleycabins.com

Every Day 
7 AM to 9 PM

(208) 787-2230
Main & Center in Victor

• Quality Prepared 
Foods and Fresh Cut 
Meats

• Great Selection of 
Wine and Local Beer
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1 SPRINGS PARKWAY, VICTOR 
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The largest waterfowl species native 
to North America, trumpeter swans 
are a delight to encounter in Teton 
Valley. Known for their pearly white 
feathers and sleek black bills, trum-
peter swans’ wingspan stretches to 
nearly six feet. The large birds can 
weigh twenty-five pounds, nearly 
twice as much as a tundra swan. 
Thanks in part to efforts by the 
Teton Basin Trumpeter Swan Res-
toration Project—a partnership be-
tween Teton Regional Land Trust, 
Idaho Fish and Game, US Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Intermountain 
Aquatics, and other local partners—
the stunning waterfowl have made 
a triumphant comeback throughout 
the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem. 
Once hunted for its feathers, the spe-
cies was nearly extinct by the start 
of the twentieth century. Now, the 
graceful birds can be seen through-
out the region on frozen lakes and 
chilly rivers. Grab a pair of binocu-
lars and head out on a wintry wildlife 
watching expedition. But remember 
to keep your distance! 
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Visit Us Year-Round
Gift • Garden • Floral

208-354-8816 • 2389 S. Highway 33 • Driggs, ID
www.mdlandscapinginc.com 

Trumpeter 
Swans
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BY JUDY ALLEN
PHOTOGRAPHY BY 
LARA AGNEW

Bruce the Weatherman: 
retired or just retreaded?   

The nautical reference was lost on 
some followers, so a thread of confu-
sion ensued until a reader’s comment 
finally clarified the definition: “Secure a 
ship’s hatch-tarpaulins, especially when 
rough weather is expected,” or, simply 
put, prepare for a difficulty or crisis. 
Last winter, again before an anticipated 
storm, the page’s genial weatherman 
published a photo of himself stocking up 
on supplies in front of the Cheetos shelf 
at the local supermarket. Attentive fol-
lowers responded, and now storms are 
classified as one, two, or three baggers.

Such are the enthusiasm and par-
ticipation sparked by Bruce Mason, 
Teton Valley’s weatherman since 2012. 
With 6,500-plus loyal followers on his 
Facebook page, Bruce’s daily posts are 
a blend of remarkably accurate weath-
er observations, stunning photos that 
change daily, and light-hearted videos. 
All are peppered with Bruce’s quirky 
humor and commentary. Last June, dur-
ing some early summer thundershower 
activity, he initiated a “rainbow watch,” 
elevating that alert to a “rainbow warn-
ing,” meaning “rainbows, some severe 
and double, have actually been seen in 
the vicinity.” A page tradition, his pho-

tograph of the first snow angel of the 
season features Bruce spread-eagled 
in our initial dusting of the white stuff, 
sometimes as early as September. And 
last spring, at the onset of the coronavi-
rus pandemic, he gently referred to “the 
other thing in the air.”

Bruce says his fascination with 
weather began with the first weather 
observation he remembers, watching 
a thunderstorm as a very young child 
with his grandmother. When he asked 
her what the thunder was, she replied 
tersely, “Gnomes bowling.” Growing up 
in the South in Florida, he experienced 
tornadoes and hurricanes. His interest in 
weather endured through college, where 
his science education major included 
meteorology classes. For thirty years, 
Bruce taught middle and high school 
science in both Florida and Georgia; the 
physical sciences, including weather, 
were his favorite subjects.

When Bruce and his wife Cathy 
moved to Teton Valley in 2005, he found 
our local weather enthralling. “Weather 
was a big part of our learning experi-
ence,” he says, “and I try to keep that 
in mind for newcomers.” Rituals for 
weather observation rule the Masons’ 

The Master of 
Meteorology

In December 2018, with a winter storm bearing down, the 
Teton Valley Weather Facebook page posted a dire warning 
to area residents: “If you have any hatches, now would be 
the time to batten them down.”  

home. Bruce sets his alarm each day for 
six o’clock in the morning so he can pub-
lish the weather report before commut-
ers hit the road. He utilizes information 
from subscriptions to several weather 
information services, which provide 
maps and real-time data. At 7 a.m., he’s 
out measuring snow and rain for CoCo-
RaHS (Community Collaborative Rain 
Hail and Snow Network), a citizen scien-
tist group that reports daily to a national 
network. His automated weather sta-

ABOVE A collection of Bruce Mason’s tools used to 
measure the snow depth and moisture content.
LEFT Teton Valley’s weatherman begins his mornings at 
6 a.m. to report the day’s forecast.
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tion, one of nearly twenty in the valley, 
sends data to the online weather fore-
caster Weather Underground. 

Astute followers of Bruce’s Face-
book page notice that during times of 
turbulent weather, his posts often origi-
nate in the wee hours of pre-dawn. When 
the National Weather Service issues a 
special weather statement, watch, advi-
sory, or warning, Bruce’s weather radios 
respond with ear-splitting alert signals. 
Then, as Cathy notes, “Everybody’s up!” 
and the forecast must go on. Married to 
the weatherman for forty-six years, she 
proofreads Bruce’s Facebook posts, as 
well as his weekly column for the Teton 
Valley News. She also takes photos and 
videos, braving the elements to capture 
the moment. “He’s always been a little 
silly,” Cathy acknowledges.  

 “I’m supposed to be retired,” Bruce 
wryly says. He is an official senior citi-
zen, after all, but his busy schedule 
indicates no signs of any such retire-
ment-like status. An icon of community 
service, Bruce is relentlessly involved. 

EXCLUSIVELY OFFERED BY

JOH N PEH R SON
Listing Agent and Designated Broker, Wild Rose Realty 

208-589-8262
email |   jpehrson@wildroserealty.net 
website  | WildRoseRealty.net 
address   | 60 East Wallace Avenue, Driggs, Idaho

CONTACT JOHN FOR A LL  
OF YOUR REA L ESTATE NEEDS
There is no substitute for experience.

WildRoseRealty.net

A FLY FISHING TALE 

The Legacy of Alma’s Lodge
by John Pehrson

Alma’s Lodge/Teton River Lodge/Teton Valley 
Lodge is a Teton Valley, Idaho institution. 
Alma Kunz began guiding fly fishing float 
trips in 1920 and built what is now known 
as Teton Valley Lodge in 1938. The 
Lodge has and always will 
be a fly fishing camp. It is a 
place to come and get away 
from the tribulations and 
toils of the world. As you float 
down the majestic rivers in 
southeastern, Idaho, watch 
the wildlife, and attempt to 
catch and release the noble 
trout, your cares – if only for a 
moment – will drift away. 

Alma was a simple man with 
simple needs. His life was filled 
with joy because of his family, 
his religion, his clients, and his 
passion for fishing. John Pehrson 
guided for Alma Kunz beginning in 
1961 and owned and operated the 
lodge with his partner, Randy Berry, 
from 1973 to 2003. He learned early 
on that no matter who owns Alma’s 
Lodge, and no matter by what name 
it is known, it will always be Alma’s 
Lodge. The owners of the lodge are 
only stewards of the lodge on behalf 
of Alma Kunz. John hopes you will 
enjoy this history of Alma’s Lodge and 
the legacy that it has left to all of us 
who enjoy casting a fly.

Now available for purchase in either black and white, 
$19.99, or color, $49.99 at Amazon. Simply go to 
Amazon.com and enter John Pehrson in the search bar. 

wwr_ad_TVMag_BookPromo_101020.indd   1wwr_ad_TVMag_BookPromo_101020.indd   1 10/12/20   4:36 PM10/12/20   4:36 PM

For three years, he chaired the board of 
directors for Seniors West of the Tetons. 
“[That group] taught me how real and 
sincere people are in Teton Valley,” 
Bruce says. Since 2006, he’s worked 
with Boy Scout Troup 185. “I was raised 
by my mother, and scouting filled in a 
gap for me with male role models,” he 
explains. Monthly camping trips with 
the Scouts—even in winter—are one of 
Bruce’s favorite activities. 

In addition, he operates a ham ra-
dio, an informal term used for an ama-
teur radio operator, and volunteers with 
the Community Emergency Response 
Team, a group of individuals trained to 
triage and provide first aid in the event 
of mass casualties in the valley. With the 
arrival of the pandemic, Bruce has regu-
larly posted bagpipe video concerts on 
his personal Facebook page and creat-
ed a memorial of white flags positioned 
around an American flag at half-mast. 

TOP RIGHT Bruce began reporting weather in retirement, 
but his packed days are far from a retired lifestyle.

LOWER RIGHT It’s a family affair at the Mason household.  
Bruce’s wife, Cathy, edits his posts and snaps photos. 

Bruce describes his 
weather activities as 

“the most fun job ever.”
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Get home financing solutions
Life is full of unexpected turns. Refinancing your home could be 
helpful if you need cash or hope to reduce your mortgage 
payment. *

Proud to be a part of this community for 15 years.

Pete Mervis
Associate VP of Mortgage Lending

Rate.com/petemervis  

pete.mervis@rate.com

C: (307) 413-7307

1130 W Maple Way, Suite 1C 

Jackson, WY 83001

                               Pete Mervis NMLS ID: 1628182; ID - MLO-1653182, WY - 7066
NMLS ID #2611 (Nationwide Mortgage Licensing System www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org) • ID - Guaranteed Rate, Inc. Lic #MBL-5827 
• WY - Lic#224

Not all applicants will be approved for financing. Receipt of application does not represent an approval for financing or interest rate 
guarantee. Restrictions may apply, contact Guaranteed Rate for current rates and for more information.
*Savings, if any, vary based on consumer’s credit profile, interest rate availability, and other factors. Contact Guaranteed Rate, Inc. 
for current rates. Restrictions apply. 

Not all Applicants will be approved for financing. Receipt of application does not represent an approval for financing or interest rate guarantee. 
Restrictions may apply, contact Guaranteed Rate for current rates and for more information.
*Savings, if any, vary based on consumer’s credit profile, interest rate availability, and other factors. Contact Guaranteed Rate, Inc. for current 
rates. Restrictions apply.

Pete Mervis
Associate VP of Mortgage Lending
Rate.com/petemervis
pete.mervis@rate.com
C: 307.413.7307
1130 W Maple Way, Suite 1C, Jackson, WY 83001

Pete Mervis NMLS ID: 1628182; ID - MLO - 1653182, WY - 7066
NMLS ID #2611 (Nationwide Mortgage Licensing System www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org) - ID - 
Guaranteed Rate, Inc. Lic#MLB-5827 - WY Lic#224

If you haven’t refinanced your home recently, you 
may be missing out on some serious savings. Call 
me today to talk about lowering your interest rate.

Proud to be a part of the Teton 
community for 15 years.

• Home • Auto • Life • Commercial
Quick, Friendly, and Personal Service

Specializing in Contractors Insurance

Idahomeowners
InsuranceInsurance

MATT ANDERSON, LOCAL DRIGGS AGENT

Each white flag honors an Idaho resi-
dent who has died from COVID-19. He’s 
renowned for his St. Patrick’s Day bag-
pipe performances at O’Rourke’s Sports 
Bar and Grill. Though he will never ad-
mit to dressing up as Santa Claus, he 
advises us that he does have the ability 
to contact the real Santa for Christmas 
season appearances around the valley, 
often accompanied by Mrs. Claus. 

Recognizing the need to eventually 
step away from so many commitments, 
Bruce asserts that he will maintain his de-
votion to forecasting the weather. “Peo-
ple tell me it helps them and keeps them 
safe,” he says. “I can’t walk away from 
that.” Besides, he describes his weather 
activities as “the most fun job ever.”

By now, Bruce has already made the 
winter’s first snow angel. Soon, he may 
be camping out with the Scouts. And if 
you see Santa Claus around the valley 
this Christmas season? Shhh, it might, 
or might not, be Bruce. And on St. Pad-
dy’s Day, he’ll play his bagpipes again. 

Retired? No, not really, and thank-
fully so for Teton Valley. 
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Further connecting the community

Seniors West of 
the Tetons
It’s not all business inside the Driggs City Center Building. 
On a typical weekday around noon, the aromatics of delicious 
food and sounds of enthusiastic chatter coming from the 
Senior Center beckon visitors to pop in, grab a meal, and 
maybe make a new connection. 

BY KATE HULL 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY 
LINDA SWOPE

But since March, it’s been all but typ-
ical. The Senior Center, run by Seniors 
West of the Tetons, along with the non-
profit’s indoor programming, came to 
an abrupt halt when the COVID-19 pan-
demic took hold. But executive director 
River Osborn can’t wait until the lunch-
time regulars fill the space again. 

“Because our constituents are such 
a vulnerable population, it has stopped 
us dead in our tracks in some ways,” 
River says. The past six-plus months 
have required a creative pivot or two to 
continue providing other offerings to lo-
cal seniors, from home-delivered meals 
to yoga and coffee on the plaza. In 
many ways, Seniors West of the Tetons, 
known as SWOT, is still cranking—its 

importance arguably even more at the 
forefront. 

“We are still doing curbside and 
home-delivered meals, as well as Tai chi 
in the park when weather allowed and 
yoga on Zoom,” River says. “But the fact 
of the matter is, it is not safe for us to 
congregate, and yet it is one of the most 
important and critical components of 
what we do.”

During normal times, Seniors West 
of the Tetons keeps the calendar packed 
with health and fitness classes, social 
gatherings, and special programming. 
(If you’ve never been to the lively fall 
pie auction or participated in a rousing 
Seniors West of the Tetons golf tourna-
ment, keep watch for their return. You’re 
in for a treat.). The nonprofit was able to 
shift Yoga classes online, and Tai chi was 
held outside in the summer, with hopeful 
plans in the works for winter offerings in 
some capacity. You might have also seen 
the Seniors West of the Tetons crew at 
Grand Targhee Resort enjoying a chair-
lift ride, or by the river viewing sandhill 
cranes staging. 

“We’ve organized field trips as long 
as we can be assured of social distanc-

SWOT executive director River Osborn displays 
a pie during last year’s lively auction.
Kitchen manager Ceci Clover prepares lunches 
for the home-delivered meal program. 
Community members chat and enjoy lunch at 
the Senior Center prior to COVID-19.
Volunteer Liz Card delivers lunch and chats with 
Driggs resident David Nolan.

ing,” says board chair Carol Lichti. She 
explains that the nonprofit also runs 
a medical room with equipment that 
can be rented for no fee and returned 
when no longer needed. The popular 
monthly foot-care clinics are available 
by appointment and other programs 
continue when possible. “We are look-
ing at new ways to engage seniors and 
new programs,” Carol says. “And we’re 
open to suggestions with public safety 
at the forefront.”

The home-delivered meal program, 
commonly known to many as “meals on 
wheels,” has continued to grow in recent 
years. Led by kitchen manager Ceci Clover, 
a total of five lunches are delivered to each 
recipient weekly, with one or two meals 
at a time arriving Mondays, Tuesdays, and 
Thursdays. New during COVID-19 times, 
seniors also receive groceries on Thurs-
days to offset the need to go out and run 
errands. Carol notes that in 2019 the pro-
gram had already grown by 50 percent. 
“Now, those numbers have tripled, and 
[this summer] we already surpassed the 
number of meals we delivered last year,” 
she says. 

The commitment and passion of 
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“We are looking at new 
ways to engage seniors 
and new programs.”
Carol Lichti Board Chair

River, the board, and the many volun-
teers are apparent. (Their passion so 
resonated that this author decided to 
get involved with the board.) Part of the 
drive to keep moving forward is the un-
derstanding of the importance of what 
they do and how much it is needed. 

“I don’t want seniors to be an after-
thought in our community,” River says. “I 
don’t want them to lurk in the shadows 
or be forgotten about. We have this re-
ally young, vibrant community-driven 
population, and yet I didn’t see the se-
niors [in the past]. Now, I work toward 
making them more visible. I want Seniors 
West of the Tetons to be in the forefront 
of people’s minds: ‘Oh, there goes the Se-
nior Center, doing their thing,’ or ‘There 
goes the bus.’”

U.S. Census Bureau data shows 
that nearly one-third of seniors live by 
themselves. A study from the National 
Academies of Sciences, Engineering, 
and Medicine (NASEM) found that one-
fourth of the population ages 65 and 
older are considered isolated and at 
increased risk for loneliness. The study 
goes on to point to a higher risk of 
overall health issues linked to feelings 
of loneliness. For Seniors West of the 
Tetons, combating that isolation and 
loneliness is key. 

“Coming into this job, that was one 
thing I really wanted to work to com-
bat,” River says. To do so, she wants 
to change the misconception about se-
niors in general. 

“We have an incredibly active senior 
population,” she says. “We have seniors 
who still ski one hundred days a year 
and are probably busier in their retired 
life than they ever were in their careers, 
because they volunteer so much. And, 
we are just a fun group!” 
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SWOT supporters at the Tin Cup Challenge 
community fundraiser in 2019. The event was 
held virtually in 2020.
Liz Card loads up meals and groceries for the 
Driggs delivery route. 
Pie enthusiasts peruse the tasty and varied 
offerings before the auction begins. 
A side prepared for lunches. In 2020, the num-
ber of home-delivered meals tripled. 
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All Things subAru
Since 1979

Quality
SaleS & Service

Sue's Roos Independent SUBARU Repair, 
Maintenance and Car Sales for over 30 years.

Driggs, Idaho
(208) 787-2558

SUBARU
Sales & 
Service

Our 7,200 square foot shop, 
4 hydraulic lifts, and 

our ASE certified technicians 
combine to offer 
superior service
 that is unrivaled 

in the region. 
We use quality Subaru parts.

51 West Rocky Road
Driggs, Idaho  |  (208) 787-2558

Visit us on Facebook www.facebook.com/SuesRoos

But beyond this community’s overly 
active bunch of retirees, River wants 
Teton Valley seniors to know they are 
not a burden, during these unprece-
dented times and beyond. 

“We have this indomitable indepen-
dent western spirit where we do things 
ourselves, we take care of ourselves,” 
she says. “And then people reach this 
certain point, whether it is COVID-19 
or not, that they have a really hard time 
asking for help.”  

But help in all facets is available. 
Be it a fitness class or a little extra help 
with meals, Seniors West of the Tetons 
continues to make sure all parts of the 
community feel a little more connected. 

“This job has taken over my heart,” 
River says. “Coming into this role has 
been the biggest gift for me, and serv-
ing the elders of our valley is such a 
privilege.” 

River reminds everyone to check in 
with their neighbors. Offer to run an er-
rand, leave a card, or give them a call. 
And when COVID-19 subsides, Seniors 
West of the Tetons will have a seat at 
the table for anyone who is hungry and 
ready to connect.  

“This job has taken 
over my heart ... serving 
the elders of our valley 
is such a privilege.”
River Osborn Executive Director

EXPERIENCE TETON
VALLEY RESORT

Your  ult imate  base  camp  dest inat ion

for  winter  adventure .

FREE  SHUTTLE  TO  GRAND  TARGHEE  RESORT  INCLUDED

WITH  YOUR  STAY

TETONVALLEYRESORT .COM   |   208  787  2647   |   V ICTOR ,  IDAH0
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Scott Kauf, a five-time 
World Pro Mogul Tour 
champ, re-opened 
the Tetonia Club in 
2018, beginning a new 
chapter for the historic 
Main Street bar. 
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Case in point: I planned this story 
to be a straightforward retrospective of 
the Tetonia Club through the decades, 
highlighting its various proprietors, pa-
trons, and parties. But then I stumbled 
across something as fascinating as it 
was unexpected. 

In History of Teton Valley Idaho, 
published in 1926, B.W. Driggs wrote: 
“The townsite of Tetonia was dedicated 
November 3, 1910, but did not begin to 
build up until after the advent of the 
rail-road [in 1912]. Tetonia was not a 
pioneer town but had many pioneers 
in that neighborhood, some of whom 
are enumerated under the story of [the 
town of] Haden.” 

Among those so enumerated was 
Joseph C. Gustaveson, who operated 
one of two general merchandise stores 
in Haden, site of the first post office in 
Teton Valley (established 1890). In 1912, 
when the Oregon Short Line Railroad 
stormed in from the north, a share of 
Haden’s material attributes were moved 
two miles east to trackside Tetonia. To-
day all that remains of the nearby ghost 
town is the Haden Cemetery. 

In describing the Tetonia of 1926, au-
thor Driggs continued: “The merchants 

of the town [include] C.E. Harris, who 
purchased from D.C. Hanks what was 
before the Gustaveson store.” 

The current owner of the Tetonia 
Club is Scott Kauf, a five-time World 
Pro Mogul Tour champ and the father 
of freestyle skier and Olympian Jaelin 
Kauf. Scott bought the building in 2001, 
relaunching the Tetonia Club in June 
2018 after the much-needed liquor li-
cense finally became available and then 
his. Over the past two years, Scott has 
revived the space into a hub of activ-
ity, complete with ski gear on the walls 
(odes to his family’s decorated ski ca-
reers) and nostalgic décor beckoning a 
Tetonia Club of decades past. And there 
is quite a past to discover. 

The above-mentioned names of 
Gustaveson, Hanks, and Harris all jibe 
with a slip of paper Scott shared with 
me on New Year’s Eve 2019, listing pre-
vious owners of what is now the Teto-
nia Club. It’s hard to imagine moving 
a two-story stone structure like this 
two inches, let alone two miles, so it 
appears that Gustaveson raised a new 
building in Tetonia rather than relocat-
ing his existing one from Haden. 

The list was given to Scott by Haden/

The more you learn, the more you 
want to know

Tracking the 
Tetonia Club 

Sometimes writing turns into an adventure; the trail you’re 
following veers and takes you to a place far from where you 
thought it would lead. 

BY MICHAEL MCCOY
PHOTOGRAPHY BY 
CAMRIN DENGEL

Tetonia oldtimer Dale Breckenridge, 
who remembers there always being “at 
least one pool hall in Tetonia, but I can’t 
recall when the name Tetonia Club first 
appeared,” he says. Nor could the nona-
genarian recall the names of any own-
ers who may have come between Har-
ris and Orville Armstrong, the fourth 
name on the list. Armstrong owned the 
club from 1964 through 1976, when Neil 
“Shorty” Sweinhart (or Swinart) took 
over for another ten years. 

Tetonia-area resident Barbara Agnew, 
who worked potato harvests at the north 
end of the valley in the late seventies, 
recalls the workday starting and end-

Scott Kauf has revived 
the space into a hub of 
activity, complete with 
ski gear on the walls and 
nostalgic décor beckon-
ing a Tetonia Club of 
decades past.
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208-787-STOR  |  summitself-storage.com

Full Line of Moving & Storage Supplies  •  3 Convenient Locations

RV, Car, & Boat Storage  •  Professionally Cleaned & Maintained
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Moving & Storage 
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The Teton Valley Music Alliance (TVMA) 
connects the community with our amazing 
local musicians, artists, and music instructors, 
as well as the venues to catch acts live.
 
We provide a resource for event planners 
and venues to find musicians for their events 
and parties, as well as listings for musical 
instruction to take your playing to the next level 
or begin learning that instrument you’ve always 
wanted to try!
 
Stay in tune and follow us for the upcoming 
musical events in the valley and to connect 
with our musicians!

The Teton Valley Music Alliance

TVMusicAlliance.com 
TVMusicAlliance@gmail.com
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT Owner Scott Kauf decorated 
the space with vintage ski gear and nostalgic décor; the 
Tetonia Club neon sign lights up Main Street; a medieval 
suit of armor welcomes patrons upstairs; and a classic 
Rainer Beer poster hangs above the back bar.  

Dale Breckenridge 
recalls there always 
being “at least one pool 
hall in Tetonia, but  
I can’t recall when the 
name Tetonia Club first 
appeared,” he says. 

ing at the Tetonia Club for many on the 
crew. “I haven’t gone back into the ‘new’ 
place,” she says, “although people tell 
me it’s really nice.” 

The name C.E. Harris likewise lines 
up with a Tetonia map dated 1910–30 that 
accompanies a history piece Barbara 
compiled for the 2000 anthology Spin-
drift: Stories of Teton Basin. South of 
Center Avenue, aka Central Avenue, on 
the west side of Main Street is a rectangle 
representing a building labeled “C. Earl 
Harris Meat & General Merchandise.” 

The date range must be taken with 
a grain of salt, considering that fledg-
ling Tetonia didn’t “move from Haden” 
until 1912. But at some point, probably 
after 1930 and before 1964, Harris’ mer-

cantile apparently transformed 
into the Tetonia Club. 

I say this because according 
to CourtListener.com, an online 
archive of court data gathered 
by the 501(c)(3) nonprofit Free 
Law Project, something very in-
teresting happened at the Teto-
nia Club of the early fifties: “Mr. 
and Mrs. William C. Berry live 
in the Village of Tetonia, a short 
distance from the Tetonia Club. 
At about 4:30 a.m. on Monday 
morning, December 29, 1952, 
Mrs. Berry saw a station wagon 
park across the street from the 
Tetonia Club. The car was being 
driven without lights. Two men 
got out of the car and entered 
the Tetonia Club. Mrs. Berry 
called her husband and they 
watched the two men carry 
several slot machines out of the 
club and place them in the sta-
tion wagon. The station wagon 
was then driven away toward 
Driggs and went some distance 
before its lights were turned on. 
Mr. Berry called the Sheriff of 
Teton County at Driggs and in-
formed him of what had taken 
place. … The Tetonia Club and 
the slot machines belonged to a 
Mr. Joe Williams.” 

Note that Williams’ name 
is absent from the aforemen-
tioned list of previous club 
owners. Could there have been 
a different enterprise with an 
identical name? (Possibly; does 
anyone out there know?)

Additional details from the above 
report and others found at casetext.com 
reveal that the two men, Donald Lee 
Fedder and Floyd Johnson, were driv-
ing a 1952 Pontiac station wagon, that it 
was blizzarding that dark morning, and 
that the two ran a roadblock at the north 
city limits of Driggs set up by the sheriff 
and the city marshal. A gun blast from 
the marshal flattened the right front tire 
of the car, which continued for approxi-
mately 440 feet before careening off the 
west side of the road. 

“The car came to rest against a ce-
ment culvert abutment. The impact and 
weight of the slot machines on the floor 
of the station wagon drove the seat for-
ward so that Fedder was pinned in the 
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ABOVE A historic look at the Tetonia Club facade, likely 
from the 1970s, on a busy afternoon.  
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Teton Nordic Ski School
Cross-country ski lessons offered in both classic 
& skate styles, beginner to advanced skier.
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car, unable to get out.” Fedder, who was 
injured, was taken to the county jail, 
while “Johnson [the driver] escaped 
and was tracked through the freshly 
fallen snow. He eluded the officers by 
commingling his tracks with other traf-
fic in the village of Driggs and also by 
climbing along the top of a fence to a 
barn, where he hid [in a refrigerator 
crate] during the daytime. After night-
fall he proceeded south toward Victor 
and was apprehended in an open field 
near the highway.”

Both men were independently 
convicted of burglary in the first de-
gree. They maintained that they had 
purchased the slot machines from the 
club’s bartender, “a young man of 21 or 
22 years of age,” and arranged to pick 
them up after hours on that stormy win-
ter morning. This despite that, accord-
ing to the court record, “no one who had 
anything to do with the club, being the 
owner, the manager and the bartender 
had arranged any sale, transfer, or other 
disposition of the club’s slot machines.”

What eventually became of the per-
petrators is unknown, or at least very 
obscure.  

But what about slot machines in the 

In addition to pouring 
libations as patrons 
belly up to the Tetonia 
Club bar, owner Scott 
Kauf plans to add food 
to his offerings, as well 
as continue dishing up 
plenty of live music.

In Town 
At Your Service
(307) 733-6200
(208) 787-0098
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Preschool - Grade 8 on our Teton Valley Campus

We are inspired by place,
even from a distance. 

Learn more about the 
dynamic in-person and 
hybrid learning models of 
the Mountain Academy 
curriculum, designed to 
engage students in every 
setting. 

Our Key Mitigation 
Strategies: 

Teach students in 
small learning cohorts. 

Require daily health checks 
for staff and students. 

Keep detailed health logs 
to inform contact tracing. 

Clean high-touch surfaces 
frequently every day. 

Wear masks when indoors 
and outdoors. 

Ensure six-foot distances 
during in-person learning. 

Jackson, WY/ Teton Valley, ID 
MountainAcademy.org 

For more information, please contact 
John Morgan at john.morgan@
tetonscience.org or 307.732.7745

first place? Over the years, I’ve heard ru-
mors of illicit gambling taking place in 
an earlier Tetonia. But slots at the Teto-
nia Club may have been perfectly above 
board, as a state statute passed in 1947 
specifically legalized slot machines in in-
corporated towns boasting a population 
of at least 125. This fact literally shaped 
certain communities. An article in the 
August 20, 1951, edition of Life magazine 
coined the phrase “foot-wide towns” to 
describe how some tiny Idaho commu-
nities stretched their city-limit borders 
into narrow, miles-long corridors in or-
der to fence in a populace large enough 
to qualify for the legalization of these 
one-armed bandits. One of these towns 
was our Fremont County neighbor Is-
land Park, perhaps explaining why today 
it is able to boast of “the longest Main 
Street in America.” A Fremont County 
legislator in 1951 said 95 percent of that 
community’s income came “from tour-
ists who like to play slot machines.” 

Six years after the statute passed, 
in 1953, slot machines were declared 
unconstitutional by the Idaho Supreme 
Court. Machine owners faced the op-
tion of “destroying them or shipping 
them to Nevada,” according to an As-
sociated Press report from 1984. Many 
were stolen instead, later to be tossed 
into rivers or lakes. It’s reported that as 
late as the 1980s scuba divers were find-
ing old waterlogged slots containing 
classic Morgan and Peace silver dollars. 

Does the above somehow relate to 
the removal of slot machines at the Teto-
nia Club on that late December morning 
of 1952? The evidence is murky, but it 
certainly might.  

Fifty-eight years later, a Teton Valley 
News article dated September 15, 2010, 
focused on the Coyote Jayne’s coffee 
shop, newly opened in the old Tetonia 
Club building. Wrote reporter Rachael 
Horne: “Mayor Rex Jardine said Teto-
nia once claimed the title as the town 
with the most alcohol served per capita, 
sometime in the ’60s. Now caffeine is 
the vice of choice in the building.” 

Not anymore, for what goes around 
often does come around. In addition to 
pouring libations as patrons belly up to 
the Tetonia Club bar, owner Scott Kauf 
plans to add food to his offerings, as well 
as continue dishing up plenty of live mu-
sic. But no slot machines … at least for 
the time being.   P
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ABOVE Professional 
snowmobile hill climb 
racer Garth Kaufman 
speeds up the face of 
Fred’s Mountain at Grand 
Targhee Resort.
RIGHT Garth gets air at a 
race in Utah. He has com-
peted in seven X Games 
and countless other races 
throughout the country.  
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So it was impressive a couple of 
years ago when Garth won the 700 Mod 
class there, racing against the best hill 
climbers with powerful 700cc snowmo-
biles modified for peak performance. 
What made it even more impressive 
was that he had been up the entire night 
before driving a snowplow. After the 
race, he had to get back in the plow be-
cause another storm had rolled through 
the valley.

“Maybe for some it doesn’t seem like 
fun, but it really is a fun life,” Garth says.

You can’t drive around Driggs 
without seeing his family name. The 
Kaufmans have been in Teton Valley 
since Garth’s great-great grandfather 

moved from Switzerland to ranch here. 
Garth himself balances running Moun-
tain West Landscapes in the summer 
and winter, managing Mountain West 
Antler dog chews on the side, and, 
along with his wife and children, tend-
ing to ten to twenty head of cattle. On 
top of it all, he’s a professional snowmo-
bile hill climb racer.

“My dad owned the Polaris dealer-
ship in the valley, so I kind of grew up 
there,” Garth says. He learned how to 
work on and ride snowmobiles from 
a young age. Around the time he was 
eleven, Garth and his friend would hop 
on their snowmobiles when school end-
ed, racing from Alta uphill to Grand Tar-
ghee Resort to snowboard a few laps 
before the lifts closed.

At the age of fifteen, Garth entered 
his first cross-country snowmobile race, 
and by sixteen he was a professional rac-
er. He has competed in seven X Games 
and countless other competitions 
around the United States and Europe. 
He’s also starred in snowmobile films, 
including the Slednecks series, where 
he was included among the pioneers 
of freestyle snowmobiling. At times he 
was his own mechanic, sometimes he 
had a team; at other times, he was on 
the team supporting his cousin, valley 

local Tucker Hibbert, the most decorat-
ed professional snocross snowmobiler 
ever. When an injury sidetracked Garth’s 
cross-country career, he discovered an-
other discipline—hill climbing.

Garth is one of the few snowmobil-
ers to punch a machine on his first try 
over the top of Snow King Mountain, at 
the 2010 Jackson Hole World Champi-
onship Snowmobile Hill Climb. From 
that moment, he was hooked. “It was 
so scary and so intense, the rush was so 
addicting,” he says.

Of course, early 2020 saw a winter 
unlike any other. He was hitting his 
stride after the first three races of the 
season, notching four class wins. Then, 
the season was abruptly canceled due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. So, not one 
apt to slow down, Garth threw himself 
into another pursuit: breaking horses.

Garth grew up riding horses through 
the mountains and finding deer and elk 
antler sheds along the way. He started 
collecting the sheds in greater numbers 
and making them into dog chews, a 
business that morphed into Mountain 
West Antler Chews. 

“I got to get out and explore new 
areas and that’s kind of the fun of horn 
hunting,” Garth says. With his 2020 rac-
ing season cut short, he had more time 
to explore on horseback, which led him 
to breaking a wild bronco to saddle. 
More recently, he broke a three-year-
old colt. 

“You’re not in any control,” Garth 
says. “That animal has so much more 
power than you.” Compared to a wild 
horse, he says, a supercharged snow-
mobile feels almost tame. However, 
the custom mechanical work he’s done 
with Teton Valley mechanic Jason Neth-
ercott, using Speedwerx components 
and Arctic Cat snowmobile engines, 
does push the limits.

Winter 2020 ended in tragedy with 
the avalanche death of Teton Valley’s 
Rob Kincaid, a legend in the snowmo-

BY RYAN ARIANO
PHOTOGRAPHY BY
RYAN THOMPSON, RLT PHOTO

The Afton snowmobile hill climb race is short, intense, and 
one of the few of its kind not held at a ski resort. “The slightest  
hiccup or bobble and you’re out,” says Teton Valley racer 
Garth Kaufman.   

Garth Kaufman finds balance while 
pursuing several passions 

Living His Best Life 
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bile community who had been Garth’s 
teammate on the Arctic Cat team. “Rob 
had a great personality; he was so fun-
ny, and he just always made it so fun,” 
Garth says. Rob’s death was also a harsh 
reminder to Garth and others of the dan-
gers inherent in a life spent playing in the 
mountains.

Still, Garth feels lucky to live here. 
During COVID-19 restrictions, he gained 
greater appreciation for the endless pos-
sibilities his backyard provides. He also 
feels lucky to have grown up in a place 
that encourages students to pursue 
their passions. Garth rattles off some 
fellow Alta alumni who have gone on to 
careers centered around their dreams: 
his cousin Tucker Hibbert, for instance, 
along with big mountain freeride skier 
Sage Cattabriga-Alosa and Olympic free-
style skier Jaelin Kauf. He suggests how 
extraordinary it seems that so many 
people have gone on to find success on 
their own terms.

“I think it’s really uncommon, given 
the size of this community, compared 
to other small towns, how many people 
from here are out there, really doing it,” 
Garth says. “Living their best lives.”

For Garth Kaufman, that now means 
successfully balancing ranching, land-
scaping, horn hunting, breaking horses, 
working on engines … and blasting up-
hill on a sled.  

ABOVE Garth is as lauded for his racing skills as he is 
for his mechanical prowess. He was a member of the 
support team for local snocross racer Tucker Hibbert.

Garth is one of the few 
snowmobilers to punch 
a machine on his first 

try over the top of Snow 
King Mountain ...
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IDAHO 
FERTILITY 
CENTER

Where hope is felt, families grow 
and dreams are achieved.
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   www.idahofertility.com   

While other electric utilities talk about decreasing their carbon 
footprint, Fall River Electric has already done it.

Island Park Hydro Buffalo HydroChester Hydro

Felt Hydro 94% Carbon Free Energy!

Hydropower, produced by our own hydro facilities, and the power purchased from our 
wholesale power suppliers provide all of the renewable energy we send down the lines to you. 

Fall River Electric is an electric cooperative owned by you, the customers we serve, and is 
governed by an elected nine-member board. We are committed to safely and economically 
provide reliable energy & other services that are of value to our members. 

We are your  “Trusted Energy Partner.”
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The Balsamroots formed in 
March 2018 with (from left to 
right) Mollie Houkom on standup 
bass, Mary Neil on guitar, Rose 
Hendricks on fiddle, Molly Grove 
on mandolin, Sage Hibberd on 
banjo, and Becky Hendricks 
on fiddle. 
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“We looked around and thought, 
‘Oh, my gosh, we [could] have a five-
piece band in Teton Valley,” says Sage 
Hibberd, who plays banjo for the group. 
“At first it was just ‘Let’s get together be-
cause we’ve never played in a five-piece 
band of women.’ And then, when we 
started playing, we thought, this is fun, 
we could probably get some gigs.”

And fun it has been. The band formal-
ly organized in March 2018 with Sage on 
banjo, Molly Grove on mandolin, Rose 
Hendricks on fiddle, Mollie Houkom 
on standup bass, and Mary Neil on gui-
tar. A couple of months after the group 
formed, fiddler Becky Hendricks (no 

relation to Rose) 
moved to the val-
ley and joined the 
group. All of the 
women have full-
time jobs—Sage, 
for example, is 
the art director of 
this magazine—
and some have 
families. 

“Our band 
formed at the cra-
ziest and busiest 

time in my life, and somehow, that is 
perfect,” Mary says.  

So, the Balsamroots consider them-
selves to be a “hobby band,” getting to-
gether to practice when they can and 
playing gigs locally at weddings, bars, 
festivals, parties, and events. Prior to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, they were 
about as busy as they wanted to be and 
were pleasantly surprised by the warm 
reception they received—and continue 
to receive—from the community. You 
might have even seen the female sextet 
take the Music on Main stage at Victor 
City Park in 2019.

At the Tetonia Club in August—one 

BY MOLLY ABSOLON
PHOTOGRAPHY BY
LARA AGNEW

The origins of Teton Valley’s all-female band the Balsam-
roots were serendipitous. Five of the future band members 
heard one another playing at the 2017 Teton Serenade, an 
annual showcase of local women musicians held at Dor-
nan’s in Moose, Wyoming. They realized that not only were 
they neighbors, they also shared a love of music.   

The Balsamroots bloom into perennial 
Teton Valley favorite  

Community Acoustics

of the band’s few live performances 
in 2020 because of the pandemic—the 
women, minus Rose Hendricks who 
couldn’t make the gig, bantered back 
and forth in a relaxed, easy way, joking 
with the audience and each other as they 
took turns introducing songs and sharing 
stories. The pace of the music jumped 
from lively, kick-up-your-heels old-time 
dance tunes to slower ballads and clas-
sic bluegrass riffs. All were linked by the 
soaring sound of the women’s stringed 
instruments and their unique voices, 
which they use to bring a distinct flair to 
each of the tunes they play.  

“I think the genre we play could be 
called community music,” Sage says. “It’s 
really friendly music. We play everything 
by ear, by memory, or improvisation. You 
don’t have to be able to read music. Most 
of us learn songs by watching and listen-
ing to music or teaching each other.” 

Mary Neil echoes Sage’s description, 
adding that their style is also “roots-
based bluegrass.” 

“We joke that this answer depends 
on which band member you ask, which I 
love,” Mary says. “We all bring a different 
flavor to the table.”

Mary comes from a musical family, 



50   magazine WINTER 2020/2021

tetonvalleyfoundation.org
380 S. Agate Avenue • Victor, ID

OPEN DAILY 
NOVEMBER - MARCH
VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR COVID-19 SAFETY 
PRECAUTIONS & PROCEDURES

Stay & play for tournaments in Teton Valley!
she says. She began playing piano at 6, 
and picked up a guitar at 13. By 16, she 
began writing her own songs. 

Becky Hendricks also grew up in a 
musical family, but it wasn’t until she 
was 19 that she picked up a fiddle. She 
says that if her friends hadn’t convinced 
her she didn’t have to be two years old 
to learn an instrument, she wouldn’t 
have had the courage to give it a go. 
She quickly fell in love with the sound 

of old-time Appalachian music (a style 
of folk ballads that originated in Appa-
lachia, which, in turn, derived from Eu-
ropean and African influences), and the 
way the tunes are passed down through 
generations. 

“What I really love about this music 
is there is always a story about univer-
sal themes: love, death, losing someone 
you love, going to heaven,” Becky says. 
“Old-time songs tell really good stories.”

Becky wasn’t the only Balsamroot 
who came to her instrument in college. 
Sage and Molly Grove also started play-
ing as young adults. Sage got her first 
guitar at twenty-one. Mollie Houkom 
studied classical violin and piano as a 
child, but it wasn’t until 2011 that she 
took up the standup bass when a band 
she was already part of needed a bass 
player. The fact that some of the band 
members are relative latecomers to 
their instruments is not apparent when 
you hear them play. Their music is 
smooth, polished, and full of life.

“I have played in other bands and 
practiced [with] groups over the years,” 
says Molly. “This is my first band of close 
friends. I’ve known Sage for twenty-
three years, and Rose for many as well. 
The other three ladies are newer friends, 
but we’ve all connected in a cool way. I 
love that aspect of it. The band is really 
filled with joy and connection. I’m sure 

“What I really love  
about this music is there 

is always a story about  
universal themes ...

Old-time songs tell really 
good stories.”

Becky Hendricks 

RIGHT Prior to the pandemic, the Balsamroots stayed 
busy playing shows for local weddings and events, and 

at the Tetonia Club and Music on Main.  
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Follow us on Instagram @butterinvictor

57 S. Main Street, Victor

there are some challenges, but at the 
end of the day we are friends who enjoy 
playing music and being together.”

Mollie Houkom says she thinks all-
female groups tend to be more collab-
orative, and the Balsamroots are no ex-
ception. All six members suggest songs 
they think might be good additions to 
the band’s repertoire. If, after playing a 
new tune a time or two, the group de-
cides it fits, the song will get added to 

their set list. They make a point of being 
sure everyone has a chance to shine, so 
they choose tunes that suit each other’s 
different voices and instruments. Mol-
lie, an acknowledged introvert, is the 
only one who doesn’t take the lead. 

“I had terrible stage fright when I 
started performing, but I’ve gotten pretty 
comfortable with it from practice,” she 
says. “But that is one reason I love the 
bass. I like to be in the background hold-
ing down the beat, not center stage.”

Sage thinks being part of an all-
female group has allowed each of the 
women to develop their musical talent 
and stage presence in a unique way. 
Playing with other women has given 
members of the Balsamroots a chance 
to step out of the shadows and shine on 
their own, although they are all quick to 
say they still play—and enjoy playing—
with men. It’s just that there’s something 
special about the Balsamroots’ dynamic.

“There’s lots of communication 
going on when we are on stage,” says 
Rose. “We arrange things and have a 
plan, but like when on a sports field, we 
try to be aware of each other’s needs. 

“There are double layers in the 
band,” she adds. “The band members 
are my girlfriends, but we also connect 
through music. Music deepens the rela-
tionships, and the relationships deepen 
the music.”  
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Skating on 
Thick Ice
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Skating on 
Thick Ice Kotler Ice Arena opens the frozen 

floodgates for hockey frenzy
BY TOM HALLBERG
PHOTOGRAPHY BY CAMRIN DENGEL
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ven on a wintry Friday night, Victor isn’t 
exactly a happening place. There are, how-
ever, at least two exceptions to this rule: a 
concert at the Knotty Pine Supper Club and 
skating at the local ice arena. 

If you’re looking for a party to close out 
the week, the Kotler Ice Arena is the hottest 

place in town. Fridays are open skate, a time for families, 
teenagers, and hardcore athletes to lace up their skates and 
cruise in circles for a couple of hours while snow floats 
down and music blares from the speakers.

“It’s this place of equality that isn’t just about financial 
equality, but it’s also people of all different walks of life,” 
says Erica Linnell, former executive director of the Teton 
Valley Foundation (TVF).

The foundation runs the rink, facilitating youth hockey 
and figure skating programs, adult pond hockey leagues, 
and open skate, to name a few. But the history of skating 
in Teton Valley runs deeper than a single organization. It’s 
a story of grassroots action that gathered so much cold 
steam it spawned an entire community of dedicated fami-
lies, donors, and devotees.

 It starts with a flood.
“We would go out and flood the park in Victor,” says Ari 

Kotler, who in the early 2000s was part of a group of guys 
determined to create the time and space to skate.

Victor’s Pioneer Park (now Sherman Park), where the 
bike pump track and ball fields are located, was one of 
their haunts. They poured rinks in other valley parks, too, 
and small, man-made rinks are still poured and maintained 
each winter in Driggs and Alta.

Ari is from Massachusetts, one of those cold states with 
smaller mountains where hockey is prevalent. He wanted 
to play the team sport of his childhood in the Tetons. He 
found a scrappy community, like brothers and hockey en-
thusiasts Troy and Eric Olson, native Minnesotans already 
making it happen with the help of folks like Gil Hundly, Rob 
Goodrich, and Chris Long, among others.

Back East, where pond hockey is an institution, the 
sport is often played on frozen lakes and other bodies of 
water. But in Teton Valley, without a plethora of ponds, they 
made their ice, which is harder than it sounds. 

“It was just open ice,” Troy says. “There weren’t that 
many days that we skated. It was so much snow shoveling, 
we’d get warm ups, and it was a battle for sure.”

The uninitiated might think you just open the flood-
gates, then you have a hockey rink the next morning. Ice 
doesn’t freeze perfectly smooth, so it requires brushing, 

E
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scraping, and other maintenance to become skateable, and 
you need some kind of boundary to create the rink.

“So, when the ice was good, you know, we’d be freezing 
in the middle of the night, making ice, doing the best we 
could to set up these wooden boards,” Ari says.

Our winters may stretch for months on end, but the 
window for a do-it-yourself rink is short. Sunlight melts the 
ice, and temperatures close to freezing can soften it to the 
point where skating isn’t crisp and fun (or safe).

For certain other ice-dependent sports, that’s not a huge 
problem.

“There was a big broomball program back then because 
the broomballers weren’t as particular about ice quality, 
safety, and all that stuff,” Ari says.

For hockey and figure skating, sloppy conditions mean 
subpar gameplay and sprained ankles. To remedy that 
problem, Ari formed the nonprofit Teton Basin Ice and Rec-
reation, lending legitimacy to the burgeoning movement.

The group wanted to find a way to create a permanent 
rink in Teton Valley. Using Salmon, Idaho, as a model, they 
desired for hockey, and the opportunities ice creates for 
other skaters, to become a larger part of the winter sports 
ecosystem.

The east-central Idaho community of Salmon, just over 

two hundred miles away, is tourism dependent, much like 
Teton Valley. But its winter options are limited because the 
closest ski resort, Lost Trail Powder Mountain, is 45 miles 
away and only open Thursdays through Sundays. So, Salmon’s 
hockey families and city officials invested in a refrigerated 
arena, allowing them to play all winter and host tournaments.

“People in Salmon would tell you that before the ice 
rink was there, they basically closed up shop for the win-
ter,” says Jeff Potter, who helped get the local project off 
the ground as a volunteer and another past executive di-
rector of TVF before becoming a Victor city councilor and 
later the town’s mayor. “Now, there’s a pretty vibrant win-
tertime economy [in Salmon] because they’ve got six to ten 
teams coming in from out of town [nearly] every weekend 
to come and play hockey.” 

During Jeff’s executive director role, TVF was not yet 
running a hockey rink. 

The group looked at places in Driggs and the fair-
grounds, but then found the perfect spot—the park in Vic-
tor where they were already playing. The city gave them a 
99-year lease on land to the south of the sprawling complex 
of recreational spaces.

In 2010, they constructed the green steel structure near 
Grand Teton Brewing that is visible from Highway 33 as 

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT Womens’ team mem-
ber Mac Sullivan is all smiles at practice; Hilary Hays 
watches the coach demonstrate a drill; the womens’ 
team lines up for sprints; Teton Valley Foundation found-
ing board member Ari Kotler; rental skates lining the 
racks at the new warming hut; subs switch out during a 
scrimmage; and a goalie warms up.   



you drive into Victor from Teton Pass. Even with a covered 
permanent rink and a space to grow the skating commu-
nity, it still wasn’t perfect.

“The first couple years, it was a two-thirds sheet, if you 
will,” Jeff says. “It wasn’t until a few years later that we had 
enough money to build out the rest of the length of the rink.”

Around that same time, Teton Basin Ice and Recreation 
merged with TVF, taking the first steps toward the ultimate 
goal—maintaining quality ice all winter long.

Merging fused the missions of organizations that offered 
different community amenities: The foundation, which was 
founded by Grand Targhee Resort general manager Geordie 
Gillett in 2005, organized Music on Main, a summer concert 
series, while Kotler’s organization was obviously winter-
focused. Combining the two served a couple of purposes: 
trimming inefficiencies and creating a nonprofit that could 
offer year-round affordable fun.

“There was definitely a shared commitment to providing 
recreation that addressed a broad piece of the community,” 
says Shannon Brooks Hamby, former TVF board chair who 
started with the organization about ten years ago.

As with any merger, it took time to shake things out. 
Folks from Teton Basin Ice and Recreation were, of course, 
heavily focused on the success of the newly constructed 
rink, while board members who started with the founda-
tion were more keyed into the summer music side of things.

“When Shannon joined the board, that really shifted,” Er-
ica Linnell says. “Everyone really understood that we’re one 
organization, and there was really this cool building period.”

Following the development of synergy around the mis-
sion, Erica took the role of executive director in 2014. Her 
tenure included an expansion that dramatically changed 
the rink and grew the skating community.

During all those organizational machinations, kids kept 
skating. Teams formed; they started playing against towns 
around the region that also had programs, like Salmon and 
Idaho Falls, and Jackson and Pinedale in Wyoming. Youth 
hockey started growing through word of mouth and from 
kids catching the hockey bug from their friends. 

There was one problem: Even with the new rink, they 
were at the whim of Mother Nature. The rink lacked chill-
ers, the equipment that keeps the ice frozen even when the 
outside conditions aren’t ideal.

“We were lucky to get five or six weeks of good ice be-
fore you started getting thaws that melted it so you had 
to close,” Jeff says. “It was really hard to build youth pro-

TOP Becky Hendricks, a member of the womens’ 
team, began with the learn-to-play hockey pro-
gram in 2018. BOTTOM Becky Koenig, a former 
figure skating champion, teaches a variety of 
classes for kids and adults at the rink.
RIGHT Girls’ coach and volunteer, Jen Fisher, with 
her daughter and other super skating kids.  

58   magazine  WINTER 2020/2021



WINTER 2020/2021  magazine   59

grams and stuff with that kind of inconsistency.”
Enter Erica and the newly synergized board. If inconsistent 

ice was the problem, chillers were the solution. They started 
a capital campaign to raise the money for improvements. In a 
perfect world, they would have raised cash for everything in 
one shot, including chillers, extra bathrooms, locker rooms, 
and spectator seating. But the price tag for all that—well into 
the seven figures—would have been a steep ask.

“We really thoughtfully looked at that plan and asked, 
‘Is this what we want to shoot for right now?’” Shannon 
says. “We were uncertain how long it might take to raise 
several million dollars for this rink in this community.”

Instead, they divided the campaign into phases, with 
the first to include the cooling system, basic locker rooms, 
and an extension of the rink to regulation size. The fund-
raising took less than a year, garnering roughly half a mil-
lion dollars.

“It wasn’t like a couple really big donors came in and 
said, ‘Here are some six-figure gifts,’” Shannon says. “A lot 
of people gave to the campaign, and it was really reflective 
of how much the community valued the rink.”

A funny thing happens when you quadruple the amount 
of ice time kids get. With ample time to practice their skills, 
they improve quickly.

“I would say we have already become very competi-
tive,” says Tate Jarry, who heads the Teton Valley Cut-
throats Youth Hockey parent committee, which manages 
coaches for the teams. 

The youth programs had a hundred and thirty kids last 
year, Tate says, with kids as young as four all the way up 
through high school. The teams are co-ed, but a girls-only 
program is growing quickly.

“Once you hit the Bantam level, which is thirteen- and 
fourteen-year-olds, they start playing check hockey,” says 
Jen Fisher, the volunteer girls’ program coordinator. “We had 
a number of mothers of girls who said, ‘We’re not so sure 
about check hockey with teenage girls and teenage boys.’”

Though co-ed hockey has “historically worked out well,” 
Jen says, due to that parental concern and a national push 
from USA Hockey to grow girls’ hockey programs, girls are 
starting their own teams, with a particularly strong contin-
gent in Teton Valley at the eight- to nine-year-old range.

Like the building of the rink, the girls’ team epitomizes 
the way ice skating and hockey have grown in Teton Valley. 
It started with a few girls’ passion for skating and evolved 
organically.

“I told the girls every week all offseason, ‘If you want a 
team, you’ve got to help us grow it, you know, invite your 
friends,’” Jen says.

A passing remark between kids, a pair of borrowed 
skates, an invitation to open skate, that’s how things grow. 
Combined with the relatively inexpensive nature of skating 
compared to other winter sports, it’s easy to see why Friday 
night open skate is so packed.

“We have a diverse community in Teton Valley, and it’s 
important as a community facility to be able to reach all 
aspects of the community,” says Amy Fradley, current ex-
ecutive director of TVF. Amy stepped in as executive di-
rector this past summer following Lauren Bennett’s tenure. 
Lauren oversaw another important milestone at the rink: 
the warming hut and pro shop expansion and addition of 
more bathrooms.  

Amy is proud that skating’s impact has expanded to 
include adult pond hockey teams, with fifty women play-
ing in the league, and a bevy of learn-to-skate programs for 
both hockey and figure skating. The foundation also offers 
scholarships for kids to play in youth hockey, funded by a 
donor who requests only thank-you cards.

Even as the hockey community has grown, with doz-
ens of kids, parents, and adults choosing to skate, it hasn’t 
lost the grassroots feeling that drove enthusiasts to flood 
those first rinks in the early 2000s. For years, Troy and Eric 
Olson spent their winter evenings after work at the arena 
preparing it for the next day, sometimes even taking their 
construction crews to work on the ice at lunch. Now par-
ents volunteer and businesses donate money for jerseys 
and travel expenses for the coaches.

“The general mentality is, if my kid’s going to be in-
volved, I’m going to be involved to make it better,” Tate 
says. “I think that’s the mentality of this whole valley. Ev-
erybody’s vested, they want it to succeed. And that’s how 
we’ve gotten this far.”

Ari, the Olson brothers, and the many other early hockey 
devotees might not have imagined how fast skating would 
grow when they started this journey. Now Ari estimates “15 
to 20 percent” of the valley skates in some form, a number 
that seems astronomical considering the sport’s DIY roots. 
So, that scrappy group of skaters obviously found some-
thing—a pent-up energy, a desire for something new—that 
just needed an outlet.

“It’s been really amazing,” Ari says. “I mean, I guess if 
you build it they will come.” 



Expanding 
the Safety Net

Family Safety Network’s Twenty-
Five Years of Crisis Support

BY MOLLY ABSOLON
PHOTOGRAPHY BY SHANNON CORSI
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Victim advocate Alyson Harlan 

(left) and bilingual advocate 

Monica Carrillo.  

of people working to help. That group, 
which eventually became Family Safety 
Network, had humble beginnings. One 
of its founders, Nancy-Gail Peterson, 
knew someone in a violent relationship 
who had nowhere to turn. Peterson saw 
a need for local services, so in Decem-
ber 1993 she, and a group of like-minded 
friends, photocopied a handwritten flier 
and posted it around the valley, invit-
ing the community to a brainstorming 
session to create an organization that 
would provide shelter and support for 
victims of domestic violence, as well as 
education for the public about the trag-
edy quietly taking place here behind 
closed doors. Family Safety Network 
officially received its 501(c)(3) status 
and articles of incorporation in 1995. A 
quarter of a century later, Family Safety 
Network serves roughly three hundred 
valley residents a year.

“If someone asked me during my se-
nior year in college what I would be do-
ing in the future, this would be it,” says 
Emily Bilcher, executive director of 
Family Safety Network since November 
2019. Prior to assuming her current po-
sition, Bilcher served four years as the 
organization’s director of client servic-
es and outreach. “I love my work. I love 
to see the tangible differences it makes 
for people. I have always felt compelled 
to care for the most vulnerable, to help 
people who have lost hope find hope.

“We are a place where people come, 
and they are believed,” Bilcher says. “A 
lot of progress has been made in twenty- 
five years, but the need still exists, and 
our services still make a difference in 
everyday lives.”

Family Safety Network’s first year 
operating as a nonprofit happened to 
coincide with a growing national aware-

“I didn’t see it coming, even when he threatened. I didn’t think he meant 
it. When sober, he said he would never hurt me and never thought all those 
horrible things he said while drunk. I was strangled and almost died.

He had been my best friend, the one who knew everything about me and 
still thought I was amazing. He cheered me on and encouraged me to find 
and do things that I loved… All this goodness and support crushed by alcohol 
and violence. I lost so much that year. I lost my future, my best friend, my 
lover, my home, my family I created with him, my life and everyday rou-
tine. I have never been the same since.

I couldn’t have gotten out of the abuse had I not been guided by a trained 
therapist, my friends, and Emily from Family Safety Network.”

    -Family Safety Network client statement

ne out of every four wom-
en, and one in ten men, 
experience physical vio-
lence from their intimate 
partner at some point in 

their lifetimes, according to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Preven-
tion. Nearly twenty people per minute 
are physically assaulted by an intimate 
partner in the United States. Nationally, 
50 percent of batterers who abuse their 
partners also abuse their children. One 
third of those who experience abuse 
as a child later become abusers them-
selves. Most cases of domestic violence 
are never reported to the police.

These numbers are shocking, be-
cause despite the widespread aware-
ness of its prevalence, most of us never 
see or hear about domestic violence 
on a personal level. Statistically, it is 
probably happening to your neighbor, a 
friend, a sister, or a colleague at work. 
It may explain your accident-prone ac-
quaintance who always seems to be 
running into doors or falling down. Of 
course, there’s a chance you truly do 
not know anyone who is a victim, but 
that’s unlikely. A 2017 study from the 
Teton County Prosecutor’s Office sug-
gested that domestic violence and sexu-
al assault numbers in Teton Valley were 
trending upward at a rate that could put 
us as much as four times above the na-
tional average. Four times. That’s a lot, 
but most of us still don’t see it. The vio-
lence occurs in the privacy of people’s 
homes, no one talks about it; victims 
make excuses for their bruises, or they 
suffer in silence. 

The problem of domestic violence 
and sexual assault in Teton Valley isn’t 
new, and for just over twenty-five years, 
the valley has had a dedicated group 

O
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ness about domestic violence in the 
wake of the murders of Nicole Brown 
Simpson and her friend Ron Goldman, 
which occurred in June 1994. Brown’s 
ex-husband, football star O.J. Simp-
son, was charged with the murders 
and though he was not convicted in the 
criminal trial, he was later found liable 
for the deaths in a civil lawsuit. In the 
aftermath of the murders, it came out 
that Simpson had physically abused 
Brown for years. The story of their mar-
riage blew apart the popular notion 
that domestic violence only occurred 
among the poor and destitute. Brown 
and Simpson were famous, rich, beau-
tiful, and successful, but behind that 
façade, bruises, jealousy, anger, fear, 
lies, and torment lay hidden from the 
outside world. Brown’s murder made 
it clear that domestic violence can hap-
pen anywhere and to anyone. 

In fact, in the summer of 1994, Fam-
ily Safety Network’s first year in opera-
tion, ten men were jailed for battering 
their partners in Teton County. In Sep-
tember 1994, President Bill Clinton 
signed the Violence Against Women 
Act. Domestic violence became a na-
tional issue in those years, but despite 
that attention, it continued, and contin-
ues, remaining the dirty secret few want 
to share. 

“People don’t talk about domestic 
violence much,” a former Family Safety 
Network client wrote in a statement of 
appreciation to the organization. “It’s 
something I still feel ashamed of be-
cause I feel like it’s something I should 
have seen coming. I carry that burden 
and guilt, even today. It’s something I’m 
slowly working on letting go of because 
it wasn’t me who was to blame.”

Before Family Safety Network was 

Emily Bilcher took on the role 

of executive director at FSN in 

November 2019.  

Left to
 right: Family Safety Network staff Emily 

Bilcher, Monica Carrillo
, Alyson Harlan, and 

Cheiska Motloch. 



established, the closest services for 
women in the valley who needed help 
were in Rexburg or Idaho Falls. Liz 
Pitcher—who has been involved with 
Family Safety Network as a board mem-
ber and volunteer since its early days, 
and for whom the organization’s tran-
sitional house is named—ran into this 
challenge when, on the day her divorce 
was finalized in 1993, her ex-husband 
drew a gun on her.

“I could not have been more 
shocked,” Pitcher says. “Nothing like 
that had ever happened before. It was 
not good. The prosecuting attorney at 
the time said to me, ‘What are you go-
ing to do? Make him go to jail for one 
mistake?’ But there’s been a huge shift 
[in people’s attitudes] since then.”

Pitcher was lucky. She managed to 
call 911, and before a tragedy could oc-
cur, the sheriff arrived and arrested her 
ex-husband. He was held for twenty- 
four hours until Pitcher was able to 
get to Idaho Falls, where services for 
women like her could be found. She 
considers herself one of the fortunate 
ones. She had the means to get to safety 
that terrible night, and was already out 
of the marriage. Yet the incident and its 
aftermath scarred her, and her recovery 
took a long time. It also made her eager 
to get involved when she heard about 
the effort to create an organization to 
help victims of domestic violence in 
Teton Valley.

“The founders saw a need for local 
services,” Bilcher says. “When someone 
is in a crisis, they can’t get to Rexburg 
or Idaho Falls.”

Family Safety Network provides cri-
sis intervention and case management 
for victims of domestic violence, sexual 

assault, and stalking. They offer a local 
emergency shelter, a transitional house 
where a family can stay while they fig-
ure out their options, and a twenty-four-
hour hotline. If housing in the valley 
is unsafe, Family Safety Network will 
work with their clients and provide se-
cure shelter outside of the county. They 
sponsor both an English and Spanish 
speaking women’s support group, assist 
clients in filing for protection orders, of-
fer referrals to legal counsel and mental 
health professionals, provide guidance 
for survivors navigating the legal sys-
tem, and offer educational programs to 
help raise awareness in the community.

Each state has its own system for 
dealing with domestic violence and sex-
ual assault. In Idaho, the Idaho Council 
on Domestic Violence and Victim Assis-
tance—one of Family Safety Network’s 
primary funders—along with the Idaho 
Coalition Against Sexual and Domestic 
Violence are the state’s umbrella organiza-
tions addressing the issues. But their func-
tion is to promote and support organiza-
tions providing services to victims, rather 
than providing any services themselves. 

Other social programs—food assis-
tance, substance abuse, mental health, 
health care—are spearheaded by the 
Idaho Department of Health and Wel-
fare, but because of Teton County’s 
isolation and low population, the valley 
has no local offices for these programs, 
so residents seeking assistance have to 
travel out of the county to get help. This 
situation is not unique to Idaho. Many 
states face similar challenges provid-
ing services to rural populations, but 
the obstacle can be insurmountable 
for some people. They don’t have a car. 
They can’t get off work. They have no 
childcare. They can’t afford the gas. 
They need guidance and support just 
getting access to help.  In response to 
this need, nongovernmental organi-
zations—Family Safety Network, the 
Community Resource Center, the His-
panic Resource Center of Teton Valley, 
the Teton Valley Food Pantry, private 
therapists, and faith groups to name a 
few—have sprung up organically in the 
valley to fill the vacuum. 

Today, these organizations are often 
the first place valley residents go when 
they need help. While Family Safety 
Network works with and advocates for 
victims of violence and abuse, other 
nonprofits fill service gaps in food as-
sistance, housing, and others. To coor-
dinate efforts and avoid overlap, a co-
alition of community groups, interested 
individuals, and mental health profes-
sionals called Teton Valley Systems of 
Care meets informally every quarter 
to discuss pertinent topics and get up-
dates on what’s happening around the 
valley. The meetings help ensure that 
each group knows what other organiza-
tions are doing, so clients get the ser-

“We all have to work 
together. Private 
counselors may take 
a lesser fee to help 
out. We all band 
together to try to get 
needs met.”
 Jen Carter, licensed clinical   
 professional counselor
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vices they need.
“I may refer a client to Family Safety 

Network to discuss what their options 
are in terms of housing, protective or-
ders, co-parenting children, legal rights; 
issues that are outside my scope of ex-
pertise,” says Jen Carter, a licensed clin-
ical professional counselor in private 
practice in Teton Valley. “Family Safety 
Network can help in those situations. 
On the flip side, Family Safety Network 
doesn’t do their own individual counsel-
ing, so they may refer clients to profes-
sionals like me for therapy.

“[In Teton Valley] there is not one sin-
gle community agency,” Carter adds. “We 
all have to work together. Private coun-
selors may take a lesser fee to help out. 
We all band together to try to get needs 
met. It’s easy for family and friends of 
people in these relationships to get burnt 
out. It takes a long time for someone to 
get out of a bad situation, and families 
don’t always understand that. Family 
Safety Network understands.”

The process of getting out of an abu-
sive relationship can be complicated, 
and often involves a number of issues 
beyond simply escaping the violence; 
issues such as child custody, visitation, 
money, housing, and who gets the fam-
ily dog. Family Safety Network tackles 
many of these, but, as Carter points out, 
it’s a community effort to ensure fami-
lies are safe, housed, and financially 
stable during times of crisis. The Com-
munity Resource Center also often gets 
involved with Family Safety Network to 
support its clients. 

“We collaborate with Family Safety 
Network when the primary issue is do-
mestic violence, but the secondary is-
sue is a newly single person,” says Betsy 

Hawkins, executive director of the 
Community Resource Center. “These 
people often need funds to regain sta-
bility. We can assist them with that.

“Most people in an acute situation 
are unsure how they will get through 
the next week. We help them figure out 
how to pay for immediate needs: hous-
ing, food, utilities, medicine, gas to get 
to work,” she says. 

Meanwhile, Family Safety Net-
work’s number-one priority is to make 
sure its clients are safe. The organiza-
tion’s services are free, confidential, 
and nonjudgmental. They are available 
twenty-four/seven, 365 days of the year 
via a hotline with staff and volunteers. 
The organization takes pride in the fact 
that volunteer and staff advocates are 
always available for those in need of 
help. 

“One of biggest things is, we are a 
place where people come and they are 
believed,” Bilcher says. “Lots of times, 
the abusive partner is [seen as] a great 
person, part of the community, and 
people don’t believe they are capable of 
violence. We believe our clients. We are 
not telling people what to do. Our role 
is to give them their power back. Power 
that has been taken away from them.

“Usually, friends tell people what to 
do; they tell them to get out. They don’t 
understand it’s more complicated than 
simply leaving,” she adds. “Our role is 
to walk with people. We will listen. We 
empathize. We understand. We will be 
there regardless. The majority of peo-
ple we see don’t want the relationship 
to end, they want the abuse to stop. 
They don’t want their partner to get 
in trouble, they just want to stop 
being hurt.”

One out of every four women, 

and one in ten men, experience 

physical violence from their 

partner, the Center for Disease 

Control and Prevention says.

Nancy McCullough-McCoy, Kristie 
Eggebroten, and Karen Smith are CASA 
volunteers. (See “Teton Valley Resources” 

sidebar, page 66.)

Jen Carter, a licensed clinical 

professional counselor, attends Teton 

Valley System
s of Care m

eetings 

to keep a handle on the needs of 

clients and services offered.  
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Teton Valley 
Resources

Family Safety Network
208.354.8057 | 24/7 
Hotline 208.354.SAFE
familysafetynetwork.info
Mission: We partner with 
individuals and communities 
to eliminate violence, abuse, 
and oppression. We see a world 
without gender-based violence, 
and we’re taking steps to get 
there. 

Community Resource 
Center of Teton Valley
208.354.0870
crctv.org
Mission: To improve lives by 
connecting those in need with a 
network of resources.

Teton Valley Food Pantry
208.354.1658
tvfoodpantry.com
Mission: Dedicated to ending 
hunger for everyone who lives 
with food insecurity in Teton 
Valley.

Teton Valley Mental 
Health Coalition
tetonvalleymentalhealth.com
Mission: To promote mental 
wellness in Teton Valley through 
education, community action, and 
the coordination of resources.

Idaho Court Appointed Special 
Advocate (CASA) Association
idahocasa.org
Mission: Works to promote, assist, 
and support the development, 
growth, and continuation of the 
seven Judicial Districts CASA/GAL 
programs in the state and support 
their missions to help ensure 
every abused or neglected child is 
safe, and has a permanent home 
and the opportunity to thrive.

It’s hard for women to sever a rela-
tionship with an intimate partner, and 
statistics show that it takes, on aver-
age, seven tries before women leave 
an abusive relationship for good. Teton 
Valley resident Jenny Charles has had 
a couple of close friends and family in 
these kinds of situations, so she has 
insight into just how difficult it can be 
for a woman to find the courage and 
conviction to walk away from a partner 
forever. When Charles moved to Teton 
Valley, she made a personal commit-
ment to give back to her new commu-
nity, and was drawn to Family Safety 
Network’s mission because of her past 
experience. She became a volunteer ad-
vocate in 2014. 

“Listening is the most important 
role I can play,” Charles says. “Privacy 
is of the utmost importance to our orga-
nization, so there is no feedback on the 

clients I serve. But I know if they take 
the step of getting guidance from a staff 
member at Family Safety Network, they 
are on a better path.”

The 2017 statistics on sexual abuse 
and domestic violence in Teton County 
that showed an alarming upward trend 
have not been updated. However, anec-
dotally Bilcher says Family Safety Net-
work has seen an uptick in demand for 
its services in the last year. She, and her 
coworkers, attribute this to the added 
stress of the COVID-19 pandemic that 
has forced people to stay home, created 
financial instability, decreased options 
for social outlets, and increased sub-
stance abuse. Bilcher says this trend is 
true throughout the United States, and 
probably the world. For now, it seems, 
Family Safety Network is as critical for 
Teton Valley today as it was 25 years 
ago.  

 

Community Resource Center 

executive director Betsy Hawkins 

and board member and volunteer 

Ed Palacios unload and sto
ck food 

rescue ite
ms. 
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Doctors Toenjes, Brizzee & Orme P.A.
COSMETIC & FAMILY DENTISTRY
305 East 5th North • St. Anthony • 624-3757

204 Main Street • Ashton • 652-7868

tbodental.com

Dr. John Toenjes, D.D.S.
Se habla espanol

Dr. Gabe Brizzee, D.D.S.

Highest Quality Dentistry 
A Lifetime of Value for All Your Dental Needs

• Cerec - Same Day Crowns • Cosmetic Dentistry • Zoom In-Office Whitening
• Veneers, Lumineers, and Crowns & Bridges • Implants • Professional Hygiene Cleaning 

• Dentures & Partials • Emergency Care
• Smile enhancement consultations and second opinions at no charge

Dr. Drostan Orme, D.D.S..

A ONE-OF-A-KIND UNIQUE STORE

ART - JEWELRY - FURNITURE - RUGS - ANTIQUES - COLLECTABLES

Tammy Coy
Certified Appraiser
Professional Estate Sale Services

Call today for your free consultation 
307-690-6777 or 208-787-0670
116 S. Main St in Victor, ID
www.estate-collectables.com



Well Groomed
BY CAMRIN DENGEL
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Well Groomed Fat skis and powder days might reign supreme 
in the Tetons, but don’t discount the white stuff 
served up corduroy style and enjoyed on a skinnier 
variety of skis. From north to south, Teton Valley 
is home to six different maintained cross-country 
tracks with a variety of trails for Nordic classic 
and skate skiing, and even fat biking, that stretch 
nearly 60 kilometers, or about 37 miles. 

In the wee hours of a cold winter morning, volunteers 
with Teton Valley Trails and Pathways expertly groom 
each trail on designated days, weather pending, for ski-
ers to enjoy free of charge. Each season, the groomers 
spend around 1,300 hours perfecting the corduroy and 
setting the classic tracks; a remarkable feat and an ame-
nity for winter lovers that’s second to none. 

Nordic skis can take recreationists to places otherwise 
not easily accessed in the winter. Strap on a pair and 
cruise deep into the forest in Teton Canyon, with tow-
ering mountains straight ahead. Take a lunchbreak and 
glide atop packed snow at Sherman Park in Victor or the 
Driggs Nordic Trail off Fifth Street. Simply put, cross-
country skiing is gliding on snow for fitness, exploration, 
recreation, or all of the above. Get out this winter and 
explore any or all of the pristine tracks. If you make it 
in the pre-dawn hours and see a groomer hard at work, 
give them a “Thanks!”  

Left Sarah Parker enjoys a skate ski on 
the freshly groomed Southern Valley 
Trails southeast of Victor.
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Traversing Teton Valley’s 
cross-country tracks
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Left Teton Valley Ski Education 
Foundation students practice their 
skate skiing skills at the Alta Nordic 
Track. Above  A skate skier cruises 
toward the Tetons on the Teton Canyon 
Trail in Alta, Wyoming. 
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Above  Anna Lindstedt (background) 
and her daughter, Ava, enjoy an after-
school skiing session with their pup, 
Reggie, at the Driggs Nordic Trail. 
Below Teton Valley Trails and Path-
ways program director Nick Beatty 
and Reggie groom fresh tracks at the 
Driggs Nordic Trail.



The Tracks 
Alta Nordic Trail
Located on private land in Alta, Wyoming, the Alta 
Nordic Trail features wide-open rolling hills and 
incredible Teton Mountain views. 10 KM

Sherman Park Trail 
Tucked away east of Highway 33 in Victor, Sher-
man Park’s Nordic trail is a perfect loop for a 
quick afternoon workout. 4 KM

Teton Canyon Trail 
A favorite for a lengthy and scenic jaunt, allow 
for enough time to do the full out-and-back. 
13 KM Out and Back 

Driggs Nordic Trail 
Situated behind Teton High School, the Driggs 
Nordic Trail is easily accessed. 7 KM 

Teton Springs Trails
Sits atop the Teton Springs golf course with love-
ly, scenic views and rolling hills. No dogs allowed 
at this course, so leave the pooch at home. 7 KM 
Nordic and 7KM Fat Bike Single Track

Southern Valley Trails
Accessed from the Mike Harris Trailhead just 
southeast of Victor, the Southern Valley Trail 
system is the newest addition and gently rolls 
through lodgepole pine forest. 5 KM Yeti’s Loop 
and 6 KM Fat Bike Single Track 

Winter Trail Etiquette 
Many of the trails are multi-use for fat bik-
ing, cross-country skiing, and snowshoeing. 
Be mindful of signage. For dog-friendly trails, 
remember to pick up waste and keep dogs on a 
leash or under voice command at all times. Look 
for signage for leash laws. For more information, 
visit tvtap.org. 

Above Heather McLendon (left) and 
Lina Marquis are all smiles as they 
finish a sunny Nordic ski at Alta’s 
Teton Canyon Trail.
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Teton Valley’s snowpack affects the 
local economy and ways of life

White 
Gold

BY KRISTEN POPE
PHOTOGRAPHY BY DAVID STUBBS
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The past winter was 
“one of only five 
winters on record that 
have exceeded the 
500-inch mark at JHMR. 
Three out of those five 
have occurred in the last 
ten years.” 

– Meteorologist, 
Jim Woodmencey
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Fluffy snowflakes swirl on a gust of 
wintry air, tumbling and twirling 
as they fall. Ice crystals sparkle and 
dance on the coldest days, and these 
wintry wonders are all part of what 
makes Teton Valley home. This powder 
playground offers up opportunities for 
just about every type of winter outdoor 
pursuit, from skiing and snowshoeing 
to snowmobiling, ice skating, and more. 
The fluffy white stuff falling from the 
sky is also inextricably linked to Teton 
Valley’s economy, from snow-based  
recreation and summer sports like fish-
ing and boating to agriculture.

Just how much snow do we receive 
in a typical winter? Wyoming’s Grand 
Targhee Resort, accessed through 
Teton Valley, Idaho, reports receiving 
an average of around 450 inches of 
snow each season. The resort keeps re-
cords dating back to the mid-1970s, and 
the data shows a handful of years with 
more than 600 inches, along with a few 
under 300 inches, averaging out to just 
over 37 feet of snowfall per season. 

Measuring the snowpack, however, 
isn’t always straightforward. There is 
the question of where to measure, how 
to measure, what timeframe should in-
dicate a “year’s snow,” and which snow-
fall should be counted. Do you count 
snow that falls but quickly melts off? 
What about snow that’s blown away by 
the wind? How do you even measure 
that? 

Jackson Hole meteorologist Jim 
Woodmencey runs the Mountain 
Weather website and blog. He tracks 
the snowpack in Jackson, while also 
keeping an eye on the western slope of 
the Tetons. He says sometimes Grand 
Targhee Resort will receive more snow 
than Jackson Hole Mountain Resort 
(JHMR) or vice-versa, but overall, the 
resorts are usually fairly comparable in 
terms of seasonal snowfall. 

“When you average it all out through 
the year and just look at how much 
snow is at the different elevations, it 
usually evens out pretty well,” Wood-
mencey says. 

Long-term snowfall records, how-
ever, are more of a challenge since data 
can be hard to come by. 

“One of the problems with looking 
at long-term [trends] is that there’s a 
lot of missing data,” Woodmencey says. 

“There’s climate stations or weather 
stations that get moved, and so when 
you’re trying to compare more recent 
years to years past, it’s kind of hard 
because they may not have been in the 
same location, or there’s a lot of missing 
days of data and things like that.” 

The Rendezvous Bowl plot, locat-
ed at 9,580 feet in elevation at JHMR, 
has been tracked since the 1970s, and 
provides a fairly good source of local 
knowledge. Woodmencey notes on his 
blog that last winter (measured from 
October 1, 2019, to April 1, 2020), the 
plot received 510 inches of snow for the 
season—well above its long-term aver-
age seasonal snowfall of 391 inches. 
The past winter was “one of only five 
winters on record that have exceeded 
the 500-inch mark at JHMR. Three out 
of those five have occurred in the last 
ten years,” he explains.  

While it may or may not seem counter- 
intuitive, these deep snow years are a 
sign of climate change. Above-average 
ocean surface temperatures lead to 
storms of greater intensity, which con-
tain more moisture, setting up some 
areas for even more powerful winter 
storms. Climate change is also leading 
to shifts in snowfall patterns, alongside 
unseasonably warm weather in some 
areas, which can result in early melting 
and an unstable snowpack. 

In many temperate areas, a few de-
grees’ temperature increase will turn 
snow into rain, shortening ski seasons 
or ending them entirely. Bolivia’s only 
ski resort and the world’s highest lift-
served ski area, at nearly 18,000 feet in 
elevation—located on Chacaltaya Gla-
cier—permanently closed a few years 
ago due to climate change after the gla-
cier melted away. 

According to the Fourth National 
Climate Assessment and Climate.gov, 
by 2050, the length of the ski season in 
some areas could be cut at least in half, 
severely impacting economies. Resorts 
like Whistler Blackcomb in British Co-
lumbia may more often see snow up 
high and rain lower on the mountain. 
While temperatures in the Tetons are 
cold enough that a few degrees of tem-
perature increase isn’t likely to end ski-
ing anytime soon, climate change is still 
a serious threat to the sport and the val-
ley’s economy it supports. 



Teton Valley’s recreation-based 
economy depends on snow—and 
not just in the winter.

A good snow year means tourists 
pack the lifts at Grand Targhee Resort 
and other regional resorts, including 
JHMR and Snow King Mountain in the 
town of Jackson They infuse money 
into other local businesses as they grab 
a pizza, enjoy Thai food, purchase T-
shirts and souvenirs, fill their gas tanks, 
pay for lodging, and rent or upgrade 
their gear at local sporting goods shops.

Rich Rinaldi is co-owner of Yöst-
mark Mountain Equipment, a Driggs 
shop selling backcountry and Nordic 
skiing gear, alongside mountaineering 
equipment and apparel. Snow drives his 
business. 

“Where we live on the west slope of 
the Tetons has some of the most con-
sistent snow in the Lower 48, hands 
down,” Rinaldi says. “Some years we 
may have to wait for the snow and 
therefore you don’t get as many people 
coming to Targhee and coming to the 
area early on. So, that affects business, 
but it eventually comes and we usually 
have a consistent, good snow year.”

Brian McDermott, executive direc-
tor of the Teton Regional Economic 
Coalition, notes that a number of snow-
based startups and companies have 
come to the area in recent years. Teton 
Valley is home to snow-related busi-
nesses like ski binding company 22 De-
signs, ski manufacturer Sego Ski Co., 
custom ski pants and winter apparel 
designer Burgess Custom, and back-
country binding and hardware design 
company CAST Touring, among others.

While a bustling snow-sports in-
dustry is a huge boon for the commu-
nity, McDermott also points out that 
the region’s robust recreational oppor-
tunities—many of which rely on the 
snow—lure independent workers who 
can work from their laptops anywhere 
they choose. Many move to the Tetons 
for the lifestyle, fitting in skiing, hik-
ing, biking, fishing, and other outdoor 
pursuits between virtual meetings and 
project deadlines, further boosting the 
local economy.  

Just as location-independent work-
ers may choose where to live based on 
the average seasonal snowfall, winter 
tourists often make their travel deci-

sions based on current snow condi-
tions—specifically, how the Teton 
snowpack sizes up compared to other 
mountainous areas of the West. When 
planning a trip, powder hounds often 
surveil resorts to see where the powder 
is, using that information to plan their 
trip. Many will look at the Wydaho re-
gion and compare its conditions to those 
of Utah, Colorado, and even California. 

“The pow dogs are pretty flex-
ible,” McDermott says. “If they’re getting 
skunked at home, they’re going to look 
around and figure out where to go. With a 
week’s notice they can get in the car and 
come up from California or Colorado.” 

Snow also provides a crucial compo-
nent for a number of winter events that 
bring visitors to the valley, including the 
Downtown Driggs Association’s annual 
Driggs Snowscapes snow sculpting fes-
tival and the Pedigree Stage Stop Dog 
Sled Race. 

A good snow year has implications 
far beyond the ski season. Snow be-
comes water, translating to summer 
recreational activities, such as rafting, 
kayaking, boating, and fishing. These 
provide business for local guides, outfit-
ters, rental services, shuttle companies, 
and others. 

The importance of snow also ex-
tends well beyond recreation. Idaho is 
an agricultural hub, and farmers and 
ranchers depend on the snowmelt for 
irrigation to produce the food we eat.  
Out of bounds—snow brings 
people to the backcountry

While the lifts are spinning at Grand 
Targhee and other regional resorts, peo-
ple are also using human power to find 
the prime powder stashes. Backcountry 
skiing and snow safety are vital com-
ponents of the local economic picture. 
Lynne Wolfe, who runs Yöstmark’s ava-
lanche course program, is editor of The 
Avalanche Review, a publication of the 
American Avalanche Association. 

“The backcountry skiing is a huge 
economic driver for both sides of the 
Tetons in the winter,” says Wolfe, who 
has lived in Teton Valley since 1986, and 
the Tetons since 1981. One of the biggest 
challenges she’s noticed in recent years 
is the growing popularity of the sport, 
leading to congestion and the need for 
individuals to be more conscientious and 
cautious around other recreationists.
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The Numbers
On a national level, the winter sports community 
funnels an average of $12.2 billion into the U.S. 
economy, with more than 23 million Americans par-
ticipating in everything from skiing and ice skating 
to snowmobiling. A 2018 study by the Earth Systems 
Research Center at the University of New Hampshire 
and Protect Our Winters delved into the industry 
and how climate change is affecting the game.

Protect Our Winters, founded by pro snowboarder 
and climate activist Jeremy Jones, is a global non-
profit that monitors and educates about the effects 
of climate change on behalf of the outdoor sports 
community. Between 2001 and 2016, when compared 
to average snowfall years, low-snow years cost the 
winter sports community more than 5.5 million skier 
visits, equating to a total of $1 billion in economic loss 
and more than 17,000 jobs lost. 

Learn more at protectourwinters.org. 

$12.2
billion contributed 

to the  U.S. 
economy through 

winter sports

23
million Americans 

participate in 
winter sports.
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“People say ‘Oh, it 
used to be deeper,’ 
but now we have big 
fat skis [which don’t 
sink as deep in the 
snow]. People say it 
used to snow earlier, 
but then we have a 
season like a few years 
ago where we were 
skiing deep powder at 
Thanksgiving.”

– Lynne Wolfe
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“The biggest change that’s happened 
in the Tetons is really that there’s been 
this explosion of people going into the 
backcountry,” Wolfe says. “You have to 
be a little bit more aware of ‘Is there 
someone above me?’ ‘Am I above some-
one else?’ So you’re no longer—unless 
you go way out there—you’re no longer 
the rugged individual on your own; you 
have to pay attention to what other peo-
ple are doing as well and factor that into 
your decision making.” 

Wolfe says she hasn’t noticed any 
huge changes in terms of how much 
snow the area receives. “I don’t think 
it’s really that much different,” she says. 
“People say ‘Oh, it used to be deeper,’ 
but now we have big fat skis [which 
don’t sink as deep in the snow]. People 
say it used to snow earlier, but then 
we have a season like a few years ago 
where we were skiing deep powder at 
Thanksgiving.” 

But Wolfe says she has noticed 
temperatures that are slightly warmer, 
which can affect the stability of the 
snowpack. She encourages people not 
to be complacent with snow safety, 
even late in the season. “Just because 
it’s late season doesn’t mean you’re 
completely good to go. Continue to pay 
attention, continue to analyze, ‘What 
kind of avalanche problem am I deal-
ing with?’ Maintain your protocols,” she 
advises.

Wolfe says when avalanche condi-
tions are dangerous, people often opt 
for safer options. “If we’ve got a deep 
persistent-slab problem, people are 
much more likely to go to the ski area or 
go Nordic skiing [on groomed trails],” 
she says. “But people come here and 
live here for the snow. They come here 
for the snow, and so they’re going to get 
out one way or the other.” 

However they choose to get outside, 
Teton Valley residents and visitors ap-
preciate every season, along with the 
snowpack—in both its winter and sum-
mer forms—that make the area so spe-
cial. Between ski runs or rafting trips, 
they’re likely to inject a few dollars into 
the local economy, by topping off their 
gas tank, buying new ski pants, fueling 
up with a morning coffee, hiring a fish-
ing guide, or stocking a cooler to float 
down the river. For Teton Valley, snow 
continues to be quite the currency. 
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ABOVE Trumpeter swans float on 
the cold waters of the Henry’s 
Fork of the Snake River at Har-
riman State Park in Island Park. 
RIGHT Colleen Downard takes a 
break from cross-country skiing 
to take in the sights. 

RIGHT A skate skier cruises the 
freshly groomed trails in Harri-
man State Park. The park offers 
twenty-four miles of multi-use 
trails for classic skiing, skate 
skiing, and fat biking. 
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Harriman State Park is a diamond in 
rough country

Perched on the floor of an ancient 
caldera and cradled alongside the Hen-
ry’s Fork of the Snake River, Caribou-
Targhee National Forest, and the Island 
Park Reservoir, the state park manages 
twenty-four miles of groomed trails 
winding through forests of lodgepole 
pine and into wide open meadows hold-
ing abundant lake and river habitat. “It’s 
here,” says interpretive ranger Morgan 

Smith, “that you can still find solitude 
with a historical twist.”

Ranch history dates back hundreds 
of years to a time when Native Ameri-
cans traveled along the Henry’s Fork 
on what was known as the Great Ban-
nock Trail. Following early nineteenth- 
century visits by natives and fur trap-
pers to the area, more permanent settle-
ment occurred in conjunction with Yel-

lowstone National 
Park’s designation 
in 1872. Starting in 
1902, business in-
vestors, some with 
connections to the 
Oregon Short Line 
Railroad, a subsid-
iary of the Union 
Pacific, formed the 
Island Park Land 
and Cattle Com-
pany and developed 
the property into a 
working cattle out-
fit they called—due 
to their business 
ties—the Railroad 
Ranch. These early 
landowners included 

Gem State Gem 

Idaho provides winter enthusiasts with an abundance of ski 
runs, ice fishing spots, and backcountry powder to enjoy. 
Teton Valley residents looking to add some variety to their 
wintry routine will find it in spades sixty miles north at the 
11,000-acre Harriman State Park, historically known as the 
Railroad Ranch. 

BY SMITH MADDREY 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY 
JAMYE CHRISMAN
CODY DOWNARD

notable families like the Guggenheims, 
the Eccles, and the park’s namesake 
Harrimans. Edward H. Harriman, Union 
Pacific Railroad’s chairman at the time, 
bought his shares in the ranch in 1908 
but never saw the property; he passed 
away in 1909. It was his son, Roland, 
and Roland’s wife Gladys, who made the 
trek west each summer from New York 
with their family and friends well into 
the 1960s. Primarily a private retreat for 
families with business ties in the West, 
the ranch stayed busy in the summers 
but emptied out in the winters due to 
the severe weather. In 1977, seventy- 
five years into the acreage’s tenure 
as a working ranch and summer get-
away, the Harriman family gifted it to 
the State of Idaho with specific condi-
tions, primarily that it be managed as a 
wildlife refuge and provide a sanctuary 
for waterfowl on its lakes and along its 
eight-mile stretch of the Henry’s Fork. 

Harriman State Park, one of some 
two dozen Idaho state parks, distin-
guishes itself by its accessibility: “We 
are the only one in this area that’s open 
year-round,” Smith says. The park re-
mains open to the public every day of 
the year, with its office closing only on 
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Thanksgiving and Christmas. The park’s 
weekend programming from January to 
March has included events such as win-
ter stargazing, ranger-led snowshoeing 
(for animal tracking), and moonlight 
serenades (check out their Facebook 
page for more information). A winter 
access pass costs $5 per vehicle per day, 
or you can purchase an individual sea-
son pass for $35. Alternatively, visitors 
may opt for the $40 motor vehicle entry 
fee annual sticker that’s good for unlim-
ited day-use access to all Idaho state 
parks. Overnight lodging accommoda-
tions at Harriman include yurt rentals 
as well as more spacious historic cabins 
on the old ranch property. Overnighting 
here is a very popular activity, so it’s 
best to reserve well in advance. 

Whether visiting for a day or lon-
ger, it’s out on the trails where one 
gets a sense of this sprawling refuge. 
All trails in the park, except the Brim-
stone, remain open to multiple use 
and are groomed twice weekly in the 
winter, usually on Fridays and Mon-
days. Choose your mode of travel—
snowshoes, fat bike, skate or classic 
skis—and have at it. Skiers looking to 
be alone with their Nordic brethren 
can kick and glide along the Brimstone 
Trail’s classic track all the way to the 
Island Park Dam and back. This trail is 
open to skiers only. (Note that pets are 
not allowed on the trails, with one ex-
ception: the groomed Harriman Hounds 
Trail, which heads south from the visi-
tor center into the national forest.) 
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365 days a year
BOOK NOW TO GET INTO THE ACTION.
EcoTourAdventures.com | 307•690•9533
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Authentic Mexican CuisineAuthentic Mexican Cuisine

310 N Main St. Driggs, ID 83422    208.354.2003310 N Main St. Driggs, ID 83422    208.354.2003

Open Daily 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.Open Daily 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
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Besides coyotes, deer, elk, moose, 
and sandhill cranes, loud-bugling trum-
peter swans make up the majority of the 
wildlife population in the park. But this 
was not always the case. In the 1930s, 
as hunting and loss of habitat took their 
toll on the species, the trumpeter swan 
population in the United States is be-
lieved to have numbered fewer than 
one hundred. Today, hundreds of swans 
live in the park year-round, while others 
venture south from Canada in the winter 
to nest on the unfrozen lakes and feed 
along the Henry’s Fork. 

For those wondering where to be-
gin, the park recommends starting from 
the visitor center and exploring along 
the River Trail in the early morning. 
From there, you can take in the river-
side views before arriving at the Jones 
House to warm up and enjoy a hot bev-
erage. A spotting scope will allow you 
to check out the waterfowl activity on 
the Henry’s Fork before heading out for 
a longer tour to the Becker Yurt. You’ll 
find maps at the trail junctions, and 
trained volunteers from the Idaho Falls 
Nordic Ski Patrol are often present on 
the trails to help provide directions or 
suggest routes. For the most current 
grooming report and trail conditions, 
inquire at the visitor center.  

“It’s here that you can 
still find solitude with a 
historical twist.”
Morgan Smith Interpretive Ranger 

ABOVE Fat biker Gary Chrisman rides one of the multi-
use snow-covered trails in Harriman State Park. 
LEFT Opt for an overnight adventure by renting a yurt 
at Harriman State Park.
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I’ve loved improv since my high 
school theater days. We played clas-
sic improvisation games like ‘Freeze,’ 
where two actors begin an improvised 
scene only to be interrupted by anoth-
er player yelling “Freeze!” That player 
takes one actor’s exact body position 
and creates a new scene inspired by 
the position. Those high school scenes 
were filled with terrible accents and 
rarely made sense, but they were thrill-
ing. At night, I’d pop on the television to 
watch Colin Mochrie and Ryan Stiles of 
Whose Line Is It Anyway? create rich 
characters and scenes that had plots 
and creative conflicts. I thought they 
were comedic gods. 

Improv, an art form in which actors 
create scenes, songs, and sometimes 
entire plays inspired by audience sug-
gestions, has been around since the 
dawn of storytelling. As early as 300 
BC, Romans were improvising stock 
characters for audiences. The form 
was reinvented in the Renaissance with 
Commedia dell’arte and again in the 
early twentieth century with vaudeville. 

Modern improv is found on TV shows 
like the aforementioned Whose Line Is 
It Anyway? and on stages across the 
globe. Actors study it to improve their 
craft, and corporate groups use it to 
build teams and encourage innovation. 

The Laff Staff, Jackson Hole’s resi-
dent improv troupe, began performing 
in 2008. Today, the troupe consists of 
original members Brian Lenz and Nick 
Staron, Chris Staron and Kjera Griffith 
(2009), myself and John Morgan (2011), 
Josh Griffith (2012), Jackie Hart (2014) 
and newest members Roan Eastman 
and Joe Waller (2020). 

Until 2011, improv to me was goofi-
ness at summer camp, being weird with 
the drama kids in high school, drinking 
games in college, and, in the months be-
fore I auditioned, teaching kids how to 
“act.” A friend saw an advertisement for 
auditions in the Jackson Hole Daily and 
told me I had to go. The idea seemed ri-
diculous, but I was ready for a new ad-
venture. 

“What I love about our group is that 
we all ended up here on a whim,” says 

BY MEL PARADIS
PHOTOGRAPHY BY 
DAVID STUBBS

Reflections on a decade of giggles with 
Idaho’s own Laff Staff member   

Unscripted Hilarity  

Terror and exhilaration filled my gut. I was standing behind 
the curtain waiting to perform in my first Laff Staff improv 
show. After an audition process that began with more than 
twenty actors, John Morgan and I had made the cut. My 
mind raced with doubts. “What if I can’t think of anything?” 
“What if I do think of something and it’s stupid?” 

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT Laff Staff members Brian Lenz 
(top left), Jackie Hart and Chris Staron (top right), and 
Kjera Griffith and Nick Staron (bottom left) showcase 
their zany original improv comedy at a performance at 
the Center for the Arts. 

Kjera Griffith. “I started out selling beer 
for the shows. Eventually, they let me 
on stage.”

“I remember walking in there for 
the first time and feeling like I was audi-
tioning for Saturday Night Live,” Nick 
Staron says. “The first scene I performed 
in [I] was sitting on a nude beach. I 
played a character who was really self-
conscious, while my scene partner was 
as comfortable as can be. Thank good-
ness for pantomiming nudity.” 

“Back then we played a lot of short 
simple games,” says Brian Lenz, who 
prior to Laff Staff performed with Out 
of Thin Air, Jackson’s first improv 
troupe. “There wasn’t a lot of character 
development. Now we have a bit more 
depth.” Brian describes today’s scenes 
as being more diverse with mid-form 
improv, which refers to creating mul-
tiple scenes based on one suggestion. 
They also involve better characters. 

“But let’s not kid ourselves, it’s still 
a lot of the same jokes,” he says. A 
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strength of Laff Staff is knowing what 
works with a Jackson or Idaho crowd 
and what doesn’t. Hilarious: mocking 
ski bums and the lack of affordable 
housing. Misses the mark: National 
politics. Audiences enjoy coming to the 
twice-monthly Jackson shows at the 
Center for the Arts and the annual Teton 
Valley show at Victor’s Wildwood Room 
in part as a way of escaping what’s hap-
pening in the national news. 

“Before our Wildwood Room show, 
we always have to ask Mel [that’s me, the 
lone Idaho resident] what is going on in 
Teton Valley,” says member Jackie Hart. 

Despite what the group comes up 
with, old jokes or not, the crowd keeps 
coming year after year. Dale Sharkey, a 
regular Wildwood Room attendee, says 
she enjoys the deep belly laughs. “I like 
laughing with my community about 
things we share,” she says. 

“The Laff Staff’s success was never 
rooted in how many jokes we could 
come up with, but rather the recipe of 

the cast,” says Andrew Munz, former 
member (who sometimes comes back 
to play with the troupe). In most improv 
troupes, the group dynamic changes of-
ten, with members leaving after a few 
months. In contrast, The Laff Staff’s core 
group of players have been improvising 
together for years. Roan Eastman and 
Joe Waller, who joined early in the win-
ter of 2020, were the group’s first new 
team members in six years. 

“Holding auditions is stressful for 
us,” says Chris Staron, who has been 
with the Laff Staff since 2009. “We are 
like a family. In fact, many of us are fam-
ily.” Chris’ twin brother is Nick Staron, 
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“What I love about our 
group is that we all  

ended up here on a whim.”
Kjera Griffith 

“I remember walking 
in there for the first 

time and feeling like I 
was auditioning for 

Saturday Night Live.”
Nick Staron 
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and member Kjera met her future hus-
band Josh through the group. 

“But we knew that with jobs, kids, 
and schedules, if we wanted to survive 
we needed new blood,” Chris says. 

“The chemistry of the group shows,” 
says Jackson resident and regular audi-
ence member Robin Miller. 

“It amazes me how they all basical-
ly read each other’s mind to play their 
games,” says Daria, who goes by one 
name, a member of a group of Teton 
Valley regulars who travel Teton Pass 
each month to catch a show.

It’s true. We are all so close that we 
do read each other’s minds and truly 
embody the improv mantra of “got your 
back.” That terror I felt during my first 
improv shows has dissipated. Now, I 
go along with any crazy idea no matter 
how silly, and I know that my troupe 
family will follow along with my absurd 
schemes. Do the scenes always make 
sense? No. Have my accents gotten any 
better? Not really. But when it works, 
which it does more often than not, it is 
like magic.  

The Laff Staff’s improv season runs  
November through May. During a 
non-pandemic year, Laff Staff  
performs shows on the first or 
second weekend of the month at 
the Black Box Theater in the Center 
for the Arts in Jackson. They also 
perform one show in mid-January 
at the Wildwood Room in Victor. 
The Laff Staff hopes to find a way 
to perform for local audiences 
again soon, whether in person 
or via a digital platform. To stay 
abreast of upcoming shows,  
follow Laff Staff on Facebook and 
sign up for their mailing list at  
eepurl.com/cnboWT. 
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Kelsey Tyler and Taylor Calderon explore the 
Rammell Mountain foothills east of Felt by sled 
pulled by Taylor’s pack of thick-coated Greenland 
sled dogs. 
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True to the sign, Lily, an old, blind 
dog who seemingly couldn’t be happier 
with the plethora of smells out her front 
door, lives on a property a few hundred 
yards off the road. But she’s not the 
only hound residing with Taylor Calde-
ron, the human on the property.

Along with Lily, ten Greenland sled 
dogs make their home on Taylor’s land. 
The thick-coated dogs are well suited for 
Teton winters. Given that their home-
land north of the Arctic Circle hits fifty 
degrees below zero in the winter, they 
might even find it warm here.

Owning sled dogs isn’t common in 
Teton Valley. But a few winters ago, 
Taylor and Kelsey Tyler went out dog-
sledding a few times, enjoyed it, and 
Taylor found himself at a crossroads 
when a friend offered him three adult 
Greenland dogs, all siblings.

Taylor had been thinking about buy-
ing a new snowmobile, but opted in-
stead for a different kind of over-snow 
transport. He chose the dogs and the 
extra year-round work.

Four years later, Taylor has a dog 
pack after breeding a litter of six, which 

he still refers to as puppies, even though 
the dogs are full-grown. Dog sledding 
may strike some as a strange hobby, but 
it comes in handy in the winter when 
you live on an unplowed road.

Anyone who stays put in this neigh-
borhood over the winter must leave a 
vehicle where the plow stops, roughly 
three and a half miles shy of the Calde-

East of Felt in the Rammell Mountain foothills, beyond 
where the snowplow stops, sits a small neighborhood. Trees 
tower over the houses, driveways hidden behind brambles, 
the neighborhood revealed only by signs imploring people 
to slow down or stay off private property. “Slow Down, Blind 
Dog,” says one.

Sled dogs offer a different kind of  
adventure for Felt resident 

Mountain Mushing

BY TOM HALLBERG 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY 
CAMRIN DENGEL

ABOVE The snowplow stops maintaining the road 
roughly three and a half miles shy of Taylor Calderon’s 
home. The sled dogs offer a different kind of winter 
transportation. 
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ron household. Usually, the residents 
snowmobile or cross-country ski the 
unplowed stretch, but Taylor can hitch 
up the team for a puppy-powered ride.

Jumping on the sled in the morning 
for a quick outing, snow drifting around 
his head, was kind of what Taylor pic-
tured when he bought the first dogs. As 
is true in many aspects of life, reality 
differed a bit from vision.

“It definitely takes a lot more time 
and planning, but then you also have 
ten friends who are never mad at you 
and always happy to go out and pull you 
around in the winter,” Taylor says.

Taylor faced a bit of a learning curve. 
None of the three adults he started with 
immediately took to the lead dog role, 
so they sometimes ended up in a tangle. 
Now that he has more experience, and 
more dogs, it’s much easier, and the 
dogs have settled into their roles.

Taylor’s sled is nearly ten feet long, 
and a person can hunker down com-
fortably in the main part, but with eight 
or ten dogs hooked up to it, it can still 
move pretty fast. 

These aren’t the canines you might 
picture when someone says “sled dogs.” 
Unlike the Siberian huskies in the fa-
mous kids’ movie Balto, or the mixed-
heritage mutts composing many race 
teams, the Greenland dogs are a bit 
more tank-like.
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“It definitely takes a lot 
more time and planning, 
but then you also have 
ten friends who are 
never mad at you and 
always happy to go out 
and pull you around in 
the winter.” 
Taylor Calderon

TOP Greenland dogs are not the typical sled dogs you 
might picture; this breed is well-suited for the Teton 
winters with a thick coat and tank-like physique.
LOWER RIGHT The pack takes a break for a pet or two 
from Taylor. The dogs have a range of thirty to forty 
miles when in shape for the winter.    
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“These guys have a built-in strength 
and endurance,” Taylor says. “But 
they’re not going to win any races.”

Though Taylor and his team of pups 
will never take the gold in the Pedigree 
Stage Stop (a famous race that starts in 
Jackson, Wyoming, and contests a stage 
in Teton Valley), the dogs are perfect for 
the need they fulfill. Because they aren’t 
as lithe as racing dogs, the Greenlands 
can pull a heavier sled off trail. 

This is helpful for getting down to 
the car, or for heading on adventures 
right out the front door. The roads near 
Rammell Mountain offer long-distance 
options, and Taylor has even made him-
self some trails, repeatedly riding his 
snowmobile through the trees to pack 
the snow down.“That’s more fun than 
being on the road,” he says.

Though he’s had the dogs for several 
years, Taylor is still learning and finding 
new places to explore. With a range of 
thirty to forty miles once the dogs are in 
shape for the winter, they can take Tay-
lor farther afield than any other form of 
non-motorized sport.

Taylor and his pack have hit the rail-
trail in Island Park and ventured deep 
into the backcountry of the northern 
Teton foothills. They’ve even entered 
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TEVA • Rapala • Aventura • Pistil • Smartwool

Patagonia • Smith • Suncloud • KAVU • Temple Fork Fly Rods • Toys

IDAHO SOUVENIRS & TEES • SUNGLASSES
GIFTS • CLOTHING • HATS • FOOTWEAR

FLY SHOP • ESPRESSO

208-787-2221
Located in downtown Victor, ID

Open 7 days a week

~ Just 30 minutes from downtown Jackson Hole ~
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TETON COUNTY TITLE

Your title company for the 
past, present and future

We take our jobs seriously. When investing in a new home, a new 
site for your business, or your own Private Idaho ‘getaway’ you need 
to have peace of mind that the property is truly yours and that the 
closing is handled professionally. Please feel free to call us…we’re 
here to help!

18 N. Main St. Suite 300
Located inside the Colter Building

Driggs, Idaho

208-354-5050

Pictured (left to right) Ruth Corcoran - Title Officer,  Daryl Fauth - Manager,  Tiera Parker - Escrow Officer

TetonCountyTitle.com

the American Dog Derby race in Ash-
ton, though their result—“dead last”—
was predictable. 

Taylor has some ideas for how to 
use the dogs in the future. Outdoor 
education or idyllic winter trips that 
involve dog sledding come to mind. 
This winter, he will acquire the needed 
insurance that would allow him to do 
tours on private land, and look into the 
permitting process for tours on public 
lands. Family and friends get to ride, of 
course, and people have approached 
him about taking out folks with dis-
abilities, something he’s been happy to 
oblige, especially because dogsledding 
is an egalitarian adventure.

“They don’t feel like they’re missing 
out because it’s the same experience as 
if [someone without a disability] went,” 
Taylor says. “You’d be sitting in a sled, 
and they’d sit in the sled, too. It’s all the 
same.”

But no matter where the dogs may 
take him in the future, Taylor is con-
tent with simply running a dog pack 
for no reason other than the romantic 
experience of hopping on the sled and 
disappearing into the snowscape. Fol-
low their adventures on instagram:  
@wydaho_sled_dogs.  

ABOVE Taylor Calderon and his pack of Greenland 
sled dogs explore the Rammell Mountain foothills 
surrounding his home in Felt.  
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Marcos Hernandez and 
Amelia Hatchard, the 
husband-and-wife duo 
behind Victor’s Butter, 
serve up breakfast and 
brunch favorites daily 
like a huevos ranche-
ros bowl or buttermilk 
pancakes. Stop by the 
Main Street restaurant 
or order online to go. 
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But thankfully at Butter in Victor,  
you’ll likely find your favorites and 
something new to try. The menu is 
packed with traditional darlings, in-
spired surprises, and eggs served every 
which way, all made from scratch with 
a touch of Chef Marcos Hernandez’ cre-
ative flare. 

Butter, located in the aptly yellow 
pastel-hued building at 57 South Main 
Street, opened its doors in June 2018. 
Co-owners and husband and wife Mar-
cos Hernandez and Amelia Hatchard 
decided to fill Victor’s void in options 
for the morning meal. 

No strangers to the Teton region res-
taurant biz, Marcos and Amelia opened 
Streetfood at the Stagecoach Bar in Wil-
son, Wyoming, in 2014. When the much-
loved, well-oiled machine demanded 

Husband-and-wife 
duo dish up 
inspired breakfast 
and brunch   

Butter

Pancakes, a loaded burrito, 
biscuits and gravy… 
breakfasts of choice run the 
gamut from sweet to savory. 
(And let’s not even touch 
the great egg debate.) 

BY KATE HULL
PHOTOGRAPHY BY 
SHANNON CORSI

Unique  spaces  deserve  except ional  des ign .

Mountain  home furnish ings  &  des ign
25 E. Wallace Ave.  |  Driggs ID  |  208.354.4663  |  rustynailinteriors.com

rusty nail
The

est. 2006

89 N Main Street, Driggs, ID  |  208.354.4663  |  rustynailinteriors.com

25 E. Wallace Ave.  |  Driggs ID  |  208.354.4663  |  rustynailinteriors.com

Mountain home furnishings & design
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less of their day-to-day attention, they 
shifted focus to their home turf on the 
Idaho side of Teton Pass. 

With a bright, cozy interior featuring 
local art and a walk-up counter, Butter 
is a welcoming start to the day. “We de-
cided to really focus on breakfast any 
time,” Amelia says. Daily from 7 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., diners can order up a hearty 
and flavorful huevos rancheros bowl, 
buttermilk pancakes, or a pesto grilled 
cheese and tomato soup. 

When the COVID-19 pandemic be-
gan, Amelia and Marcos worked to 
make many of their items more por-
table for grab-and-go style eating. Pa-
trons can order online for curbside 

We sell the highest quality HD-5 propane and never mix propane 
grades to cut costs. 

Our service is second to none! Certified, trained technicians offer 
service on all propane fireplaces and stoves. 

You can check our propane price 24/7 online using your account. 
You’ll never waste time calling for real-time propane price. No other 
propane provider offers this service! 

You own us! Fall River Propane is a subsidiary of Fall River Electric. If you 
are a customer of FRE, you are an owner of Fall River Propane.  
BUY FROM THE COMPANY YOU OWN! 

Your safety is our #1 priority. Call us 24/7/365 days a year for propane 
delivery and service, or request either online at fallriverpropane.com. 

Our FREE Auto Fill program means you never have to worry about 
running out of propane during the cold winter. 

  

Reasons Fall River Propane 
should be your propane provider: 

Make the switch for FREE 
Get the details by calling 

800.632.5726

1

2

3

4

5

6

fallriverpropane.com

HELPING OTHERS
HELP THEMSELVES.

crctv.org
(208) 354-0870

1420 N Hwy 33, Suite 204 
Driggs, ID

M-F 10am-4pm
*appointments encouraged

housing assistance

food rescue

supportive services

Call for more information on our services:
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pickup, dine in the restaurant, or, when 
the weather cooperates, enjoy their 
food outside on the patio. 

Marcos describes his style of cook-
ing as emphasizing fresh ingredients 
and putting a spin on classics. “I feel so 
proud because the recipes are [classics] 
that have been around for years, but I 
add exciting flavors and ingredients,” 
Marcos says. “From classic eggs and 
hash browns, [to] al pastor hash that 
highlights the flavors of Mexico and 
Italian-style paninis.”

A local favorite, the biscuits and 
gravy, for instance, are made with 
poblano sausage gravy. “The pob-
lano adds smokiness and acidity, and 
breaks up the richness of the gravy,” 
Amelia says. 

Marcos also recommends the cho-
rizo or veggie burrito with egg, man-
chego cheese, and hash browns, perfect 
for commuters with an appetite. Order 
it smothered with the poblano sausage 
gravy for a hearty twist. 

Whether at the crack of dawn or 
in the afternoon, Amelia and Marcos 
are making sure breakfast is ready 
and served up just the way you like it. 
Will it be just like your mom made it? 
“That’s hard, because we don’t know 
your mom,” Amelia says, laughing. But 
no doubt, it will be delicious. For online 
ordering and current hours of opera-
tion, visit butterinvictor.com.  

VACATION & LONG TERM 
RENTAL MANAGEMENT

28 years in Teton Valley —
we’ll match or beat any local manager’s fees!

As a VRBO Premier Partner, guests will 
easily find your vacation rental and book 
with confidence.

Call us today to learn more about our full service 
management and caretaking programs

Premier Partner

800-746-5518  |  www.grandvalleylodging.com  |  Driggs, ID

Coping with 
COVID-19 
means outdoor 
learning.

Pods of Victor 
Elementary School 
students enjoyed 
reading in the 
autumn sunshine in 
the center courtyard 
of their new school.  

(208) 228 5923 • tsd401.org

Photo by Megan Christiansen

Thank you for supporting your public schools!  

Butter is a welcoming 
start to the day. 
Diners can order up a 
hearty and flavorful 
huevos rancheros bowl, 
buttermilk pancakes, 
or a pesto grilled cheese 
and tomato soup.

TOP LEFT Buttermilk pancakes are served with Vermont 
maple syrup and can be jazzed up with a pecan pie or 
berry topping. 
LOWER LEFT Amelia Hatchard and Marcos Henandez 
opened Butter in 2018 to fill the void for breakfast 
options in Victor. The couple also own Streetfood in 
Wilson, Wyoming. 
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Broulim’s Food and Pharmacy
240 South Main Street
Driggs, ID 83422
208-354-2350
Open Mon–Sat 7am–11pm
broulims.com/driggs

Citizen 33 Brewery 
& Restaurant
364 N Main St, Driggs, ID 83422
208-357-9099
Open Daily 3pm–10pm
Serving Food ’til 9pm 
citizen33.com

Order sandwiches to go made from your choice of Columbus meats 
and cheeses. Breakfast sandwiches and paninis made fresh daily. 
Our deli has hot baked or rotisserie chicken, take-and-bake pizza, 
and other meals to go. Check out our display of hand-cut specialty 
cheeses! Freshly prepared salads, our own Sushi Bar, and hot Asian 
food. Daily specials of smoked meats available. Inquire at the deli 
for catering services. New coffee bar.

From the team behind Forage Bistro and Tatanka Tavern, Citizen 33 
Brewery & Restaurant in Driggs is dedicated to serving fresh, deli-
cious, and locally sourced food and beer from the Main Street pub. 
Enjoy ever-changing brews on tap by Brew Master Nick Farney and 
a delicious menu by Chef John Perry of elevated bar bites like local 
fried cheese curds and 460 Bread’s olive thyme toast and burgers, 
sandwiches, and flavorful entrees. Citizen 33 was built for the com-
munity members and visitors of Teton Valley to come together and 
celebrate this amazing place with delicious food and cold craft beer. 
Cheers to the citizens, “a native or inhabitant,” of Route 33! [p. 15]

din
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Forage Bistro & Lounge
285 Little Avenue, Suite A
Driggs, ID 83422
208-354-2858
Open Daily Mon–Fri 3pm–9pm, 
Sat and Sun 10am–9pm 
forageandlounge.com

Grand Targhee Resort
Alta, WY 83414
800-TARGHEE (827-4433)
grandtarghee.com

Forage Bistro & Lounge, specializing in seasonal regional cui-
sine with an emphasis on local ingredients, offers creative, chef-  
inspired lunch, brunch, and dinner seven days a week. Enjoy half- 
priced bottles of wine every Wednesday, as well as Happy Hour 
food-and-drink specials daily from 3pm to 5pm. Amazing burgers, 
nightly steak special, pasta, market fish, homemade desserts, and 
more made from scratch. Our open kitchen with nothing to hide 
offers diners a unique experience in Teton Valley. [p. 15]

Enjoy a culinary experience at the Branding Iron from Chef Chris 
Park with a fresh menu, full bar, and inspiring views. At the Trap 
Bar and Grill, find a wide selection of local microbrews on tap, spe-
cialty cocktails, great food like the famous Wydaho Nachos, burg-
ers, and more, all just steps from the lift. Grab some quick grub 
from the all-new food trailer, serving up street tacos, gyros, fries, 
and more! Don’t miss a single lap with grab-and-go breakfast or 
lunch at Snorkels, or Wild Bill’s grab-and-go burgers, fries, salad, 
pizza, and more. [BC]

Agave
310 North Main Street
Driggs, ID 83422
208-354-2003 
Open Daily 11am–10pm
 

From the owners of El Abuelito in Jackson comes Agave, Teton 
Valley’s very own family Mexican restaurant! Serving fajitas, bur-
ritos, and all of your Mexican favorites, cooked to perfection 
seven days a week, with lunch specials from 11am to 3pm daily. 
Bienvenidos amigos, mi casa es su casa! [p. 86]

Barrels & Bins
36 South Main Street
Driggs, ID 83422
208-354-2307
Open Daily 8am–7pm
barrelsandbins.market

Teton Valley’s source for all-natural and organic products including 
local and organic produce, meats, cheeses, and bulk food; 460 Bread 
baked fresh daily; beer and wine; nutritional supplements; health 
and beauty products; all-natural pet foods; and much more! Juice & 
Smoothie Bar is open 9am to 2pm daily. Check in for sandwiches, sal-
ads, and soups, as well as other grab-and-go takeout options. [p. 91] 

Grand Teton Brewing
430 Old Jackson Highway
Victor, ID 83455
888-899-1656
Open Daily 1pm–8pm
grandtetonbrewing.com

Grand Teton Brewing’s Tasting Room is open daily this winter from 
1pm to 8pm. With a wide selection of beer on tap and cans to go, 
there is something for everyone. Please visit our website grandte-
tonbrewing.com [p. 95]

Butter
57 South Main Street
Victor, ID 83455
208-399-2872
Visit website for menus, hours, 
and online ordering
butterinvictor.com

Butter makes it better, that is the true belief of husband-and-wife 
team Marcos Hernandez and Amelia Hatchard. Stop in or order on-
line to-go for a delightful spin on brunch classics such as pecan pie 
French toast, huevos rancheros, or al pastor hash. For delicious 
brunch anytime, the only question is: Our place or yours? Follow 
our Instagram @butterinvictor for specials and updates. [p. 51]

Guides Edits:
Agave: change to page 86
Barrels & Bins: Change to page 91
Butter: Remove word “Cafe” in header
C & C Homeservices: In the copy, change first line 
to... “C & C Homeservices, formerly Cabin & Com-
pany, “
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Linn Canyon Ranch 
1300 East 6000 South
Victor, ID 83455
208-787-LINN (5466)
linncanyonranch.com

Join us for a winter wonderland dining experience!  We’ll greet you at 
the lodge with warm drinks before we board the horse-drawn sleigh 
for a tour of the ranch. Upon your return, you’ll enjoy cocktails and 
hors-d’oeuvres before being seated at your private table in the his-
toric lodge. Experience the fine hospitality and elevated dining the 
Linn family is known for. Advanced reservations are required. For 
holiday and private parties, please call to inquire.  [p. 94]  

Tatanka Tavern
18 North Main Street, 3rd Floor 
of the Colter Building, Suite 315 
Driggs, ID 83422
208-980-7320
Open Daily 4pm–9pm
tatankatavern.com

Tatanka Tavern offers wood-fired artisan pizza, salads, and the finest 
craft beers and wines. Bring in the family for a night out, or grab a 
seat at the bar and watch the game. Enjoy local favorites like the 
Fungus Amongus for dinner daily. [p. 15]

Rise Coffee House
40 Depot Street
Driggs, ID 83422
208-354-RISE
Open Daily 7:30am–2pm
risedriggs.com

Rise Coffee House is a place where our community gathers, says 
hello to one another, and finds time to slow down. If you are look-
ing for a unique pour-over coffee, a beautifully crafted espresso 
drink, a mouth-watering baked good, or a delicious savory treat, 
you’ll be sure to find it here. This winter, we are doing carry out 
and curbside only. Please place orders on our website or by call-
ing us. Our garden will remain open for seating as long as weath-
er permits. We will continue to update our social media pages  
@risedriggs with any changes. Cheers!

Operations and business hours may be adjusted according to COVID-19 
guidelines for the safety and health of this community. Please visit 
websites and social media pages for current information.

The Royal Wolf 
63 Depot Street
Driggs, ID 83422
208-354-8365
Open seven days a week; serv-
ing lunch and dinner 11am–late
theroyalwolf.com

Since 1997, locals and visitors alike have enjoyed discovering this 
off-Main Street establishment offering a diverse menu of sand-
wiches, burgers, salads, appetizers, and entrées served in a casual, 
smoke-free, pub-style environment. Complementing our menu is a 
full bar serving all of your favorite beverages, including cocktails, 
wine, and a selection of regional microbrews on draft. Enjoy outdoor 
dining on our spacious deck during the summer. Daily food and beer 
specials, Wi-Fi, and billiards. Stop by to meet old friends and make 
new ones. Snow sagas and fish tales told nightly.

Victor Emporium 
45 North Main Street
Victor, ID 83455
208-787-2221
Open seven days a week

Over one million served! For more than sixty-five years, the Vic-
tor Emporium Old Fashioned Soda Fountain has served delicious 
milkshakes, including the World Famous Huckleberry Shake. Gour-
met coffee and espresso served daily. The Emporium is also a great 
place to pick up those unusual gifts. Where the locals meet before 
enjoying the great outdoors here in Teton Valley. [p. 97]

Three Peaks Restaurant & Catering
15 South Main Street
Driggs, ID 83422
208-354-9463
Daily happy hours 4pm–6pm
threepeaksdinnertable.com
threepeakscatering.com

Enjoy classic Italian dishes with a wild western flare: Elk Meat- 
balls, Spicy Pork Sausage Lasagna, and Idaho Rainbow Trout, just 
to name a few. A great downtown Driggs restaurant close to the 
stoplight. Boutique wine selection available for takeout or on-site 
enjoyment. Plenty of gluten-free and vegetarian options. Private in- 
home or on-site catering and cooking classes available. We feature 
locally made artwork in our unique, circa 1940s building. Visit our 
website or call for reservations. [p. 46]

Victor Valley Market 
5 South Main Street
Victor, ID 83455
208-787-2230
Open Daily 7am–9pm

Victor Valley Market is your local grocer and the place to get fresh 
seafood and choice meats in Teton Valley. Offering a unique selec-
tion of groceries, from organic and specialty items to your every- 
day needs, including a full selection of wine and beer. Our gourmet 
deli counter offers delicious house-made takeout dishes, along with 
sandwiches made with locally baked bread, fresh salads, house- 
made soups, and so much more! Victor Valley Market has all that you 
need to make a delicious meal, whether for eating in or picnicking 
out. [p. 23]

Wildlife Brewing 
145 South Main Street
Victor, ID 83455
208-787-2623
Open Daily 4pm–10pm
wildlifebrewing.com

Since 2003, Wildlife Brewing has been a cornerstone of Victor’s res-
taurant scene. Locals and visitors alike visit daily to enjoy award- 
winning microbrews and freshly made hand-tossed pizza. With large 
family-friendly seating and a unique stainless-steel bar, Wildlife is 
the perfect place to enjoy a quick brew after a fun-filled day or bring 
the whole family to enjoy the best pizza in the valley. Come on in 
and ‘Live the Wildlife!’ [p. 36]
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Grand Targhee Resort
3300 Ski Hill Road
Alta, WY 83414
800-TARGHEE [827-4433]
grandtarghee.com

Grand Targhee Resort
Property Management
18 North Main Street #105
Driggs, ID 83422
307-353-2300, ext 1396
grandtarghee.com

After a day on the mountain, it’s time to relax with the family in one 
of a variety of western-style slopeside accommodations. All lodging 
is located just steps away from an array of shopping, dining, and ac-
tivities. For those who desire a more intimate family retreat, consider 
Grand Targhee Resort’s Vacation Rentals in Teton Valley, perfectly 
situated in Victor, Driggs, or on the way to the resort. Call 800-TAR-
GHEE to book your stay. [BC]

With more than thirty years of experience, our team provides twenty- 
four-hour service, real estate advice, and strategic marketing for 
your vacation rental. We also offer short-term vacation rentals and 
long-term rentals. Whatever your needs are, our team has you cov-
ered. Call 800-TARGHEE to book your stay. [p. 87]PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

• 24-Hour Service

• Strategic Marketing

• Maintenance and Housekeeping

• Exclusive Property Owner Benefits

GRANDTARGHEE.COM  |  800-TARGHEE

TM

Moose Creek Ranch 
2733 East 10800 South 
Victor, ID 83455
208-787-6078, ext 1 
moosecreekranch.com

A guest ranch for travelers visiting Yellowstone and Grand Teton Na-
tional Parks and Teton Valley, Idaho, Moose Creek Ranch is a beauti-
ful location for weddings, ski vacations, corporate retreats, family 
reunions, and more. The ranch is located 22 miles from downtown 
Jackson Hole, Wyoming, on the Greater Yellowstone Loop and is 
conveniently located 45 minutes from both Grand Targhee and Jack- 
son Hole Mountain Resort. A unique facility with affordable packag-
es, make your event, reunion, wedding, or vacation an unforgettable 
experience at Moose Creek Ranch. [p. 13]

Grand Valley Lodging
Property Management 
PO Box 191, 158 North First Street
Driggs, ID 83422
800-746-5518
mail@grandvalleylodging.com
grandvalleylodging.com

Grand Valley Lodging is the premier property management company 
in Teton Valley, operating since 1992. We offer great rates on short- 
term rentals that include vacation homes, cabins, and condominiums 
throughout the valley. We are also the largest long-term (six-months- 
plus) property management company in the valley, and can help you 
optimize income and maintain your property. With our extremely ex-
perienced team in the housing rental business, we are happy to discuss 
the management of your valuable investment in Teton Valley. [p. 101]

Teton Springs Lodge & Spa
10 Warm Creek Lane
Victor, ID 83455
877-787-8757 or 208-787-7888 
tetonspringslodge.com

US News & World Report’s #1 Hotel in Idaho multiple times, Teton 
Springs Lodge & Spa is nestled in the heart of the Yellowstone-Teton 
area. This all-suite destination hotel includes 36 elegant one- and 
two-bedroom suites, as well as three, four, and five-bedroom luxury 
log homes and offers the best of both summer and winter activities. 
The Stillwaters Spa & Salon is the perfect place to rejuvenate.  Lodge 
and cabin guests have access to the Bronze Buffalo Sporting Club 
amenities including two Byron Nelson designed golf courses, out-
door heated pool, tennis courts, fitness center, and more. [p. 16]         

Teton Valley Cabins
34 East Ski Hill Road
Driggs, ID 83422
208-354-8153 or 866-687-1522
stay@tetonvalleycabins.com
tetonvalleycabins.com

Nestled amongst mature cottonwoods, Teton Valley Cabins welcomes 
you for your special getaway, vacation home base, or family or group 
reunion. Quaint charm, rustic cabins, and affordable rates await you 
at Teton Valley Cabins, just one mile from Driggs, with its restaurants 
and shops. Enjoy our picnic and activity grounds or explore Teton 
Valley from here. We are centrally located, with Grand Targhee Re-
sort just up the road and other recreational opportunities within a 
few minutes’ drive. Various room types are available. Our rooms are 
equipped with microwave, fridge, satellite TV, and WiFi. [p. 23]

Linn Canyon Ranch
1300 East 6000 South
Victor, ID 83455
208-787-LINN [5466]
linncanyonranch.com 

Experience our authentic timber-frame cabin nestled in the snowy 
foothills of the Tetons, where quiet luxury awaits. While you’re here, 
take a ride on a horse-drawn sleigh, and join us for an evening of 
elegant western dining in our historic lodge. We’re also happy to re-
serve off-site adventures, including snowmobile tours, downhill ski-
ing, and cross-country skiing. [p. 94]

C & C Homeservices
57 South Main Street
Victor, ID 83455
307-201-1861
cabinandcompany.com
candchomeservicesjh.com

C & C Homeservices, formerly Cabin & Company, provides luxury 
vacation rentals as well as vacation rental representation and pre-
mium home management services to homeowners in Jackson Hole 
and Teton Valley. We stand by uncompromising standards designed 
to overachieve the expectations of our owners and guests alike. 
Homeowners and rental guests enjoy meticulous attention to de-
tail and twenty-four-hour service. Our staff offers full concierge 
services, transportation service, private chef facilitation, grocery 
service, daily cleaning, and more. It is our pleasure to care for our 
clients’ homes and provide our guests the best in comfort and con-
venience. [p. 6]
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Teton Valley Property 
Management
253 South Main Street 
Driggs, ID 83422
208-354-3431
info@tetonvalleypm.com
tetonvalleyvacationrentals.com

Allow us to find that perfect home or condo to make your vacation 
memorable. All of our homes are nicely furnished, meticulously 
maintained, and fully equipped to accommodate your group at a 
fraction of what you would pay for hotel rooms. All homes come 
complete with linens, kitchen necessities, smart TVs or satellite TV 
service, high-speed internet, soaps, and paper products. Book online 
and receive all the conveniences of home, away from home. [p. 8] 

Teton Valley Resort
1208 Highway 31
Victor, ID 83455
877-787-3036(resort) 
208-541-5273 (spa)
tetonvalleyresort.com

At Teton Valley Resort, our goal is to provide you with a cozy and 
comfortable basecamp for your adventures. We offer a wide variety 
of lodging and amenity options suited to any traveler. Park your 
motorhome or stay in one of our luxury cabins, glamping units, or 
furnished tipis while taking advantage of our guide or shuttle ser-
vices. Swim in our pool or clear your mind with a yoga session in 
our clubhouse after visiting our Day Spa. We are a community of 
travelers rubbing shoulders and sharing experiences in the gem of 
the Rocky Mountain West known as Teton Valley. We look forward 
to your visit. [p. 37]
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Headwaters Calvary Chapel
500 Ski Hill Road | Driggs, ID 83422 | 208-354-WORD [9673]
headwaterschurch.fun

Our motto is to simply teach the Bible simply—and thus, our pat-
tern of study is verse by verse, chapter by chapter, book by book, 
right through the Bible. Sunday service starts at 10am; dress is nice 
casual.  Wednesday Bible study starts at 7pm; dress is casual. From 
the stoplight in Driggs, head east on Ski Hill Road for a mile and the 
church will be on your left as you round the turn.

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
[As it relates to potential ongoing COVID-19 restrictions during the 
winter of 2020/2021, please call or text Zane Calderwood (208-317-
3325) or Wade Treasure (208-351-4480) for updated worship service 
information.]

St. Francis of the Tetons Episcopal Church
20 Alta School Road | Alta, WY 83414 | 307-353-8100
sftetons@silverstar.com | stfrancis.episcopalidaho.org
Join us for Sunday morning worship beginning at 10am. St. Francis 
of the Tetons Episcopal Church welcomes worshippers of all walks 
of faith. In the shadow of the Tetons, this historic church offers an 
opportunity to experience God’s presence and join in fellowship, 
spiritual renewal, and service to others.

Teton Valley is home to three meetinghouses of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints. Visitors of all ages and backgrounds are 
invited to attend Sunday worship services in Victor (87 East Cen-
ter Street; 9am, 10:30am, 12pm), Driggs (225 North 1st Street; 9am, 
10:30am, 12pm), and Tetonia (209 South Main Street; 9am, 10:30am). 

Worship services are centered on the partaking of the bread and wa-
ter of the sacrament. This one-hour meeting includes congregational 
hymns, prayers, and brief sermons focused on the love of God and 
atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ. Following this meeting, visitors of 
all ages are invited to attend one-hour Sunday School classes, divided 
by various age groups from toddlers to youth to adults. Additional in-
formation can be found by calling Zane Calderwood (208-317-3325), 
or Wade Treasure (208-351-4480), or at ChurchOfJesusChrist.org.
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Teton School District 401
District Office: 208-228-5923
tsd401.org 

Empowering our students to reach their full potential, Teton School 
District 401 provides a safe and exceptional learning environment 
where career and college readiness are the academic cornerstones 
of a relevant and progressive education. [p. 101]

Teton High School
Grades 9–12 | 208-228-5924
tsd401.org 

Teton High School strives to recognize the uniqueness of the indi-
vidual in preparing for a lifetime of learning. THS provides a safe 
and academically focused learning environment, where students are 
challenged for career and college readiness.

Basin High School
Grades 9–12 | 208-228-5928
tsd401.org 

Basin High School is an alternative for students who meet the state 
criteria for enrollment. Students obtain credits through a state- 
approved independent-study format, with assistance from certified 
staff.

Teton Middle School
Grades 6–8 | 208-228-5925
tsd401.org 

The mission of TMS is to be a safe and innovative organization that 
empowers each student and staff member to develop a foundation of 
self-efficacy, build relationships, overcome challenges, stretch their 
grit and resilience, and recognize their potential. 

Rendezvous Upper Elementary
Grades 4–5 | Driggs 208-228-5926
tsd401.org 

Rendezvous’ mission is to create a caring community of learners 
who inspire each other to embrace curiosity, value others’ opinions, 
and develop a foundation of self-efficacy. 
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Teton Valley Bible Church
265 North 2nd East  |  Driggs, ID  |  208-354-8523
tetonvalleybiblechurch.org
Teton Valley Bible Church exists to glorify God and exalt Jesus 
Christ as Lord through Holy Spirit-empowered living and worship. 
Our mission is to make disciples through gospel-centered outreach, 
the spiritual building-up of believers, and living in loving fellowship 
with one another. We gather together to worship the Lord on Sunday 
mornings; please visit the website for service times. Pastor Jim Otto 
(MDiv) is committed to expositional preaching and Biblical theology. 
Child care is available and all are welcome. [p. 99]

Mountain Academy of Teton Science Schools
Teton Valley Campus | Grades preschool–8 | 192 West Birch Street | 
Victor, ID 83455

Jackson Campus | Grades preschool–12 | 700 Coyote Canyon Road | 
Jackson, WY 83001
tetonscience.org

A place-based-education independent day school, for students Pre-
K to grade 12, that creates lifelong learners by educating the whole 
child through academic engagement, character development, and 
community focus. [p. 43]

Teton Elementary Schools
Grades K–3 at Victor 208-228-5929 | Driggs 208-228-5927 |  
Tetonia 208-228-5930 | Rendezvous Upper Elementary grades 4–5 
in Driggs 208-228-5926
tsd401.org 

The mission of the TSD 401 elementary schools is to be integral in 
the partnership between school, home, and community in nurtur-
ing and encouraging all children to become productive citizens and 
lifelong learners.
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YOU’VE HEARD THE ADAGE, “There’s no bad weather, just bad gear.” This winter, as you continue to navigate the 
continued ups and downs of life during a pandemic, we challenge you to take that adage a little further. Celebrate 
the season, no matter the temps, and channel the wisdom of the colder-weather-adapted Scandinavians by 
practicing friluftsliv. 
 
Pronounced free-loofts-liv, this idea translates to “free-air-life” and is a way to honor the basic need for time spent 
outside—no matter the weather. So, bundle up, grab your snowshoes, put on some skis, walk through the woods, 
take a deep breath, and exercise friluftsliv. 

Free-Air-Life 
PHOTOS BY SHANNON CORSI, LARA AGNEW, JAMYE CHRISMAN, LINDA SWOPE, LARA AGNEW, CODY DOWNARD (CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT)
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With over 100 combined years of real estate experience,  

our agents bring an unmatched level of local real estate  

expertise to each client we represent. Valuing hard work, 

integrity, and a commitment to each of our clients has  

driven our success. Our agents live, work, and recreate  

in Teton Valley and cherish this community. 

LEFT TO RIGHT

MIRANDA JACOBSEN
SALES ASSOCIATE

ANN GOODELL
SALES ASSOCIATE

GLENN VITUCCI
SALES ASSOCIATE

LISA VITUCCI
SALES ASSOCIATE

RACHEL BERLIN-ALLAIRE
OFFICE MANAGER

KENT WAGENER
ASSOCIATE BROKER

KEN DUNN
BROKER

FARRAH KAMEL
OFFICE ASSISTANT

CRICKET ROMANZI
SALES ASSOCIATE

DEANNA BLANCHARD
SALES ASSOCIATE

 LOCAL EXPERTISE
 PROVE N RE SULTS

 189 NORTH MAIN | SuITE 100 | DRIGGS IDAHO 83422

 208.354.9955 | sagerg.com
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We're excited to adventure with you 
again! We have put precautions and 
plans in place to operate November 20, 
2020 through April 11, 2021. It is going 
to take the cooperation of all guests 
and employees to keep this a safe and 
healthy winter. Scan the QR Code for 
up-to-date information on our plan.

WINTER OPERATIONS

GRANDTARGHEE.COM  |  800.TARGHEE 

WE'RE PLAYING IT SAFE

 18 TOP TO BOTTOM   32 VALLEY VOICES   38 BACK WHEN   48 MUSICAL NOTES   92 TRAIL TALK   98 LOCAL FLAVORS   107 EXPOSURE
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